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ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Ar a meeting of the Council held in the Council Room of 
the Association, 429, Strand, W.C., on Wednesday, April 


Present : 


Mr. ANDREW CLARK, Chairman of Council, in the Chair. 


Mr. WALTER WHITEHEAD, President. 

br. T. D. GRIFFITHS, President-elect. 

Dr. E. MARKHAM SKERRITT, Treasurer. 

JAMES BARR, Liverpool. 


Dr. R, C. Buist, Dundee. chester. 

Mr. COLIN CaMPBELL, Southport.” Dr. C. HOLMAN, London. 

Mr. JAMES CANTLIE (Hong Kong Sir VICTOR HORSLEY 
Branch), London. London. 


Mr. W. F. HASLAM, Edgbaston. 
MICHAEL BEVERLEY, Norwich. Dr. T. ARTHUR HELME, 


F.B.S., 


Mr.J. WARD Cousins, Portsmouth. Mr. EVAN JONES, Aberdare. 


Dr. ALFRED Cox, Gateshead-on- Sir FRANCIS LOVELL, 


Tyne. 
Dr. JAMES CraAIG, Dublin. 
Dr. GEORGE W. Crowe, Worcester. 
Brigade-Surgeon-Lieut.-Col. E. £. Cork. 


Dr. C. H. MILBURN, Hull. 


DRAKE-BROCKMAN (South Indian Mr. W. JONES MorRIS, Portmadoc. 
Dr. JAMES MURPHY, Sunderland. 


and Madras Branch), London. 


C.M.G., 
(Trinidad Branch), London. 


Brigade-Surgeon T. B. MORIARTY, 


Mr. GEORGE EASTES, M.B., London. Dr. JAMES MuRRAY, Inverness. 


Dr. WILLIAM THOMAS FREEMAN, _ borne Minster. 


ing. Dr. ROBERT W. PHILIP, Edinburgh. 
Professor DAVID W. FINLAY, M.D., Mr. H. BETHAM ROBINSON, M.S., 


LL.D., Aberdeen. London. 


Dr. EDWARD LAWRENCE Fox, Ply- Professor ROBERT SAUNDBY, M.D., 


mouth. LL D., Birmingham. 


. Dr. WitLiAM A. ELLISTON, Ipswich. Mr. C. H. WATTS PARKINSON, Wim- 


Dr. con H. GALTON, Upper Nor- Dr. ALFRED SHEEN, Cardiff. 
we 


Dr, ALFRED Gopson, Cheadle. 

Dr. Gorr, Bothwell. 

Dr. Davip GoypDER, Bradford. 

Dr, MAJOR GREENWOOD, London. 


Dr. JOSEPH GROVES, Carisbrooke. Mr. DENIS WALSHE, Grai 


Dr. HENRY HANDFORD, Nottingham. Mr. R. W. O. WITHERS, Shrews- 
Dr, W. M. HARMAN, Winchester. bury. 


Dr. KR. SOMERVILLE, Galashiels. 

r. ROBERT STIRLING, Perth. J 

Mr. T. JENNER VERRALL, Brighton. defeated the vexatious proceedings. 

Dr. NORMAN WALKER, Edinburgh. 

gue. 


Man- 


The minutes of ‘the last quarterly meeting and special 
meeting held on February 25th, having been printed 
and es were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 


The Chairman of Council reported receipt of a letter from 
Dr. W. Collier, Honorary Secretary of the Oxford Branch 
conveying an invitation for the Association to hold its annuai 
meeting at Oxford. 

The General Secretary was instructed to inform Dr. Collier 
that the Council learned with much pleasure that the Oxford 
and District Division proposed to invite the Association to 
meet at Oxford in 1904. 

Professor Saundby, on behalf of a few friends, presented 
to the Council a portrait of Mr. Francis Fowke, the late 
General Secretary. The Chairman of Council accepted the 
| gphone with thanks, and it was ordered to be hung in the 

ibrary. 

Resolved : That this Council desires to sympathize with Pro- 
| fessor Byers in the anxiety he has recently undergone, and to 
_ congratulate him on the successful manner in which he has 


Read report from Mr. Spanton in reference to minute of 


| Council 3. appointing him a delegate to the Egyptian Con- 


gress held in Cairo. 


[3] 
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Resolved: That representations be made to the Privy 
Council on the lines suggested by Mr. Spanton. 

Resolved: That the Chairman of Council be requested 
to write to the President of the General Medical Council to 
invite him to say whether the Council of the British Medical 
Association may regard the letter signed by Sir John Batty 
Tuke, as Chairman of the Education Committee, and for- 
warded to the General Secretary on November 28th, 1902, as the 
reply of the General Medical Council to the communication 
addressed to the latter by the Council of the Association in 
May last on the subject of the preliminary general education 
of medical students. 

Resolved: That the consideration of the Report of the 
Preliminary Education Committee upon the letter of the 
Education Committee of the General Medical Council be 
deferred, and no further steps taken herein until a reply has 
yee _— from the President of the General Medical 

ouncil. 

Resolved: That the question of appointing Representatives 
of the Services on the Council of the Association be referred 
to the Royal Naval and Military Committee, and that 
Inspector-General Alexander Turnbull, M.D., R.N., be added 
to that Committee. 

Resolved: That the British Medical Association invite the 
oe gpa of the Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of 
Health and Epidemiological Society with a view to approach- 
ing the President of the Local Government Board regarding 
——eer legislation on the lines approved by this 

ouncil. 

The Report of Council was then considered. 


REPORT OF COUNCIL. 

Your Council, in meeting you at Swansea after the first 
year’s working of the new Constitution, is pleased to report the 
continued prosperity of the Association. It is true that at the 
close of 1902, owing to deaths and arrears of subscriptions, 
the actual membership showed a certain shrinkage, but signs 
are not lacking to prove that the new Constitution will tend 
to make the British Medical Association a more powerful 
factor in the influencing of legislation for the good of the 
community and the profession at large, so much so, that 
it is hoped the day is not far distant when every qualified 
practitioner will feel it imperative to seek membership of the 
Association. 

THE Kina. 

At Manchester your President, on behalf of the Association 
forwarded congratulations to His Majesty, the Patron of the 
Association, on his recovery from the illness which delayed his 
Coronation. These congratulations His Majesty graciously 
acknowledged. 

PUBLICATION OF REPORT. 

Under the new Constitution it is necessary for your Council 
to make its report sufficiently early to enable it to be published 
in the JourNnat and circulated to Branch secretaries two 
months before the annual meetings. As a consequence your 
Council reports three months earlier than has been the 
practice in past years. 


RETIREMENT OF Mr. FRAnNcrIS FowKE. 

Last year owing to ill-health, Mr. Francis Fowke, after 
thirty-one years’ faithful service as General Secretary, ten- 
dered his resignation. This was accepted with general re- 
gret, and the Association made use of its powers under 
Article X to elect him an honorary member. 

During Mr. Fowke’s term of office he guided the affairs of 
the Association with conspicuous ability. When appointed 
he found the finances in a far from satisfactory con- 
dition, but by his close attention to every department 
he was able to change this condition of uncertainty to 
one of great stability. He watched the numbers of the 
Association increase from about five thousand to close 
on nineteen thousand, and helped to start Branches in India, 
Australia, Canada, Africa, and other parts of the British 
Empire beyond the Seas. Your Council hopes that Mr. 
Francis Fowke may long enjoy his well-earned rest, and 
watch from his retirement the continued success of the 
Association, which he has done so much to establish on a 
sound basis. 

Your Council appointed Mr. Guy Elliston General Secre- 

He had been associated with Mr. Fowke for upwards of 
three years, and by his work impressed your Council that he 
would prove a worthy successor in this important office. 
Mr. J. Smith Whitaker has been appointed Organizing Secre- 


tary to take charge of the business of the ico-Prisas 
Organizing, and Ethical Committees. Motes Political, 


DEATH OF A MEMBER OF THE Counciz, 


Surgeon-General Hamilton, a member of the Council a; 
during the past year, and your Council pas _ died 
resolution : following 

Resolved: That the Council learns with profound re 
Surgeon-General John Butler Hamilton, M.D., who 
Cape of Good Hope Branch for the past three years, Surgeor-G Ge 
Hamilton was for many years a most active member of the Assochaile 
and an indefatigable worker for the advancement of army medical He a 
The Council desires to convey to Mrs. Hamilton and family its ped 
sympathy in their bereavement. cep 


DEATHS OF MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 


Your Council regrets to have to report the i 
deaths of members of the 
Alexander, Dr. James Anderzon, Dr. W. B. Armingon Dr 
J. Bankart, De. G. A. Barr, Mr. W. Bishop, Dr. 4. B 
Blacker, Mr. G. A. L. Bowling, Mr. Lennox Browne, Mr 
G. Browning, Dr. H. G. Budd, Dr. A. G. S. Cameron, Dr 
R. A. Campbell, Staff-Surgeon H. Canton, R.N., Dr. K. M 
Chisholm, Dr. Cleghorn, Mr. 4. Coleman, F.R.C.8.. 
Dr. T. J. Colman, Lieutenant-Colonel D. W. D. Coming 
M.D., Dr. J. Accacio Da Gama, Colonel A. St.C. Dane, M.D. 
Mr. E. R. Denton, Captain F. Dove, Dr. S. V. Duncan’ 
Dr. A. Dunlop, Dr. W. England, President of the 
Southern Branch, 1884; Dr. S. Fenwick, Dr. W. J. M, 
Finzi, Dr. F. A. C. Fletcher, Mr. J. Hakes, Dr. R, 
Heath, Dr.T. Hoban, Mr. W. G. Johnson, Professor Wyatt 
Johnson, Mr. Paul Q. Karkeek, President of the South. 
Western Branch, 19co; Mr. R. Langford-Jones, Dr. D. Little 
President of the Section of Ophthalmology at the Manchester 
meeting; Dr. H. J. Lloyd, Past President of the North Wales 
Branch ; Captain A. A. F. McArdle, I.M.8., Lieutenant-Colonel 
N. McCreery, Dr. J. Macdonald, Dr. D. McDonnell, Dr, 
N. H. Maemillan, Dr. G. Mickley, Mr. R. T. A.O'Callaghan, 
Mr. Henry Ormerod. Dr. T. L. Parry, Dr. W. E. Price, Dr, 
Andrew Ritchie, Dr. E. F. Ross, Dr. R. Rudland, Mr. J. K, 
Samson, Dr. Solomon Charles Smith, at one time a member 
of the staff of the British MeEpicaAL JourRNAL; Dr. ©, 
Stephen, Mr. J. E. H. Stephens, WwW, 
Stewart, M.D., Dr. S. Stirling, Dr. E. W. F. Stiven, Dr. A, 
Thomson, President of the Border Counties Branch, 1888; 
Dr. E. B. Truman, Dr. J. E. Tuxford, Mr. J. R. C. Vigurs, 
Dr. J. W. Watkins, Brigade-Surgeon C. W. Watling, Deput: 
Surgeon-General J. Watts, Dr. H. Whalley, Dr. F. W. 
Willmore, Dr. J. C. Woodburn, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
R. T. Wright, M.D. 


Mipwives Act. 

Since the last occasion on which your Council reported, 
perhaps the most important piece of legislation that has been 
enacted by Parliament so far as the medical profession is 
concerned is the Midwives Act. Throughout the long con- 
flict that attended this measure, your Council, on behalf of 
the Association, urged upon members of Parliament the abso 
lute necessity of a penal clause. When, however, the Mid- 
wives Bill was brought forward in Parliament last year, 
the penal clause was omitted, and only reintroduced through 
the personal efforts of Sir Victor Horsley. Although another 
body has claimed the credit for the insertion of this clause, 
there is no doubt that the community at large is indebted 
to the British Medical Association, and to Sir Victor Horsley 
in particular, for having given to this measure whatever value 
it may possess. 


Poor-LAW OFFICERS (IRELAND) SUPERANNUATION BILL, 

Last year your Council appointed a deputation to wait 
upon the Chief Secretary for [reland asking his support for 
the Poor-law Officers (ireland) Superannuation Bill then 
before Parliament. Sir James Haslett, M.P., kindly consented 
to introduce the deputation, but so far he has been unable to 
arrange a date convenient to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 


THE IMPERIAL VACCINATION LEAGUE. 

Your Council, in view of possible legislation, realizes the 
great importance of gaiding public opinion as to the absolute 
necessity of vaccination and revaccination, as the only means 
of stamping out the terrible scourge of small-pox and has 
therefore voted the sum of £100 towards the funds of the 
Imperial Vaccination League to further its campaign in 
this direction. 
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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. 


_ Messrs. Price, Waterhouse and Co., who have audited the 
pooks of your Association for many years, offer themselves for 
reelection, in accordance with the requirements of the Com- 


ies Act, 1900. 
— JOURNAL. 


The JourNAL has continued to maintain its place among 
the leading medical periodicals of the world. The rapid pro- 
of medicine and the more widespread interest yearly 
en by members in clinical and scientific questions make 
increasing calls upon its space. ‘Vhis has led your Council from 
time to time to increase the number of pages in the weekly 
jgsue, and at the beginning of 1903 some fuzther space was 
economically obtained by lengthening the column, thus 
allowing more matter on each page. Following the practice 
established some years ago supplementary pages were 
jssned with each number during the autumn to pro- 
yide for the early publication of the reports of the Sections 
of the anuual meeting. This task was completed early 
in November, and at other seasons of the year numerous 
comprehensive lectures and papers on clinical and scientific 
topics of current interest have been published. Further, by 
the co-operation of many members in the United Kingdom 
and the Colonies, the JourNAL is enabled to publish reports, 
to be numbered by hundreds every year, of clinical cases of 
interest from general practice. The contributors of such 
material might otherwise never have found an opportunity 
of publishing their observations, so that many records 
would have been lost which—as is shown by the fre- 
quency with which they are quoted in foreign reviews 
—are esteemed highly valuable by those best qualified 
to judge. The growth of interest in medico-political 
subjects is one of the characteristics of professional 
life at the present time, and under the new Con- 
stitution the part which the Association takes in such 
matters will, it is anticipated, greatly increase. Your Coun- 
¢il have, therefore, made arrangements for the publication 
as occasion may demand,of special supplements in which 
rts of the political work of the Divisions, Branches, Com- 
mittees and Council of the Association may be adequately 
presented, properly classified, and conveniently preserved for 
reference. Special arrangements have been made e!so for the 
immediate publication of preliminary reports from the scien- 
tific workers whose researches are assisted by the Association, 
through its Scientific Grants Committee. Such preliminary 
reports, while they will not interfere with the subsequent 
publication of full details in the most appropriate place, 
present the double advantage of affording an opportunity to 
the workers of establishing priority of observation, and to the 
members of the Association of becoming promptly acquainted 
with the results of the latest scientific investigations and of 
learning the manner in which the money voted for the ad- 
vancement of science is utilized. 

The interest aroused in the subject of vaccination by recent 
and prospective legislation, and the fact that small-pox was 
epidemic in London and was occurring in other parts of the 
country rendered opportune the publication of a Special 
Vaecination Number in July, 1902. It was originally pro- 
posed merely to reprint the Jenner Centenary number issued 


_ in 1896, but it was found that events had moved too fast to 


render this advisable, and a number consisting for the most 
art of new matter was prepared. It contained among other 
illustrations a set of coloured drawings, specially made from 
life, of modified and unmodified small-pox, of chicken-pox, 
and of the development of the vaccination vesicle. This 
number was reprinted with some additions, and commands a 
steady sale. In December the opportunity was taken of the 
occurrence of the jubilee of Lord Lister’s entrance into the 
medical profession to publish a special Lister Number which 
¢ontained personal narratives by those who had worked with 
him in Glasgow, Edinburgh, and London of the steps by which 
he was led to establish the antiseptic system of surgery, 
and a:series of articles by foreign surgeons of the highest dis- 
tinction. The number was thus an international tribute to 
the great English Master of Surgery. Your Council feels 
confident that the whole Association will join with it in con- 
gtatulating Lord Lister on this tribute, and will rejoice that 
itwas paid to him through the Journat of the Association, of 
which he has long been a distinguished member. The num- 
ber was illustrated by portraits of Lord Lister when Professor 
lasgow and Edinburgh, and by a portrait specially made 

for reproduction in this number by Mr. Hugh Riviere at sit- 
tings given by Lord Lister last autumn. The original oil 
ich, which was purchased by a few members of your 


Council, was presented by them to the Association, and has 
been hung in the Library. Your Council has conveyed to the 
Editor and Assistant Editor its appreciation of this number 
and feel confident that it has been equally appreciated by ali 
the members of the Association. 


THE ASSOCIATION PREMISES. 


Your Council reports with considerable satisfaction that 
the premises in the Strand, the freehold of which was acquired 
in 1898, on which it was necessary to create a mortgage, are 
now free of all encumbrance. On December 2gth, 1902, the 
final payment of 45,000 was made, so that the deeds have now 
passed into the possession of the Association and are lodged 
with its bankers for safe custody. 

Owing to the steady increase of work, both in connexion 
with the affairs of the Association and the publishing of the 
JOURNAL, it has become necessary to increase and improve 
the accommodation for the clerical staff. The Premises and 
Library Committee is giving the matter most careful con- 
sideration, and hopes to formulate some comprehensive 
scheme to anticipate the future expansion of your Association. 

Last year your Council had to report that certain tube rail- 
ways were seeking powers in Parliament to acquire running 
powers in the neighbourhood of your premises. These 
powers were not granted in the 1902 Session, but they are 
being sought afresh, and owing to the splendid position of 
your premises it is not surprising that promoters of projected 
schemes should cast jealous eyes on your site for a station. 
Should Parliament grant powers for a tube railway 
along the Strand, and should your premises be compulso- 
rily acquired, your Council feels that the disturbance 
which must follow would be of serious moment. At 
the same time it holds a strong belief, bearing in mind the 
ever-increasing value of property in the neighbourhood, that 
your Association will find that the investment of the funds 
in this property has been a judicious one. Your Council 
feels that it would be impossible to find other premises 
offering equal advantages for the successful conduct of the 
affairs of your Association, and will only part with the 
property if compulsory powers of acquirement are granted by 
Parliament. 

Your Council regrets that the Inland Revenue has renewed 
its claim for taxes on the premises 429, Strand, under 
Schedule A. The amount in dispute is not large, but it is 
felt that the claim should not be passed over lightly, and ex- 
pert opinion is again being obtained as to the legality of the 
tax proposed to be levied. 


SUPERANNUATION FUND. 

For some time your Council has felt that long and faithful 
service on the part of members of your office staff should 
not escape recognition when through age or sickness they 
are no longer able to devote their energies to the work of 
the Association. A special Committee was appointed and 
gave the matter of a Superannuation Fund most careful con- 
sideration; but there were difficulties which it could not see 
its way to overcome except ata cost your Association would 
not be justified in contemplating. However, your Council 
could not recommend that services well and faithfully per- 
formed should go without reward; they have therefore set 
aside a sum originally bequeathed by the late Sir Charles 
Hastings, amounting to £558 1s. od., which has been invested 
in Cape of Good Hope stock, to act as a nucleus of a Super- 
annuation Fund. Your Council hopes that your Association 
will in annual meeting vote some further sum yearly until 
a sufficient amount has accrued to meet any claims that 
may deserve attention. 


COLLECTION OF SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR MEDICAL CHARITIES. 

Your Council authorized the General Besseteny when send- 
ing out the notice for the annual subscription also to notify 
members that he would accept moneys on behalf of the 
British Medical Benevolent Fund and the Pensioners and 
Foundation Scholars’ Fund of the Royal Medical Benevolent 
College, Epsom. As a result, up to the end of March the 
General Secretary has received some {£600 to hand on to 
these charities. 

BRANCHES. 

Your cordial thanks are due for the able and efficient services 
rendered by the following gentlemen who have acted as Hono- 
rary Secretaries to the various Branches and have now retired 
from office : Dr. W. F. Farquharson, Border Counties Branch ; 
Dr. Thomas Beattie, North of England Branch; Mr. R. B. 
Carey, South-Eastern of Ireland Branch, who resins the 
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Secretaryship but retains the Treasurership; Dr. Graham 
Campbell, New Zealand Branch; Mr. J. Thomson, West Aus- 
tralian Branch ; Dr. E. Howard Bannister, Barbadoes 
Branch; Dr. W. W. Grosvenor, Gloucester Branch; and 
Dr. H. H. Phillips-Conn, Reading Branch. The follow- 
ing gentlemen have been appointed to fill the respective 
offices: Mr. F. R. Hill, Border Counties Branch; Dr. Alfred 
Cox, North of England Branch; Mr. R. W. Orpen, South- 
Eastern of Ireland Branch; Mr. H. M. Gore, New Zealand 
Branch ; Dr. G. H.8. Blackburne, West Australian Branch ; 
Dr. J. W. Hawkins, Barbadoes Branch; Mr. John Howell, 
Gloucester Branch ; and Dr. Wm. Thomas Freeman, Reading 
Branch. 
ComMITTEES. 

Since the Manchester meeting the various Committees 
have been actively engaged, and it is felt that the plan of 
paying all railway fares is equitable and productive of good 
results. 

The Scientific Grants Committee has made certain amend- 
ments of the provisions under which scholarships and grants 
are given. It is felt that in future scholars should devote 
the whole of their time to the research work they under- 
take, and that scholars should not hold in addition any 
scholarship worth more than £50. Further, it is considered 
that the work both of scholars and grantees should be sub- 
ject to periodical inspection, and that applicants for assist- 
ance should produce recommendations as to their fitness for 
undertaking any proposed research. 

During the past year your Council voted £806 to the Scientific 
GrantsCommittee. This sum was distributed: £356 in twenty- 
five grants in aid of research work, and £450 to four Research 
Scholars. 

The Special. Chleroform Committee has held six meetings 
since its reappointment. Further work has been carried out 
with the view of ascertaining the best means of estimating 
chloroform vapour in air, and reports on this subject have 
been received from Dr. Waller. The methods of estimating 
chloroform in liquids—for example, water, blood, etc.—were 
also tested, and Mr. A. Vernon Harcourt, F.R.S., presented a 
report upon this matter. At the instance of Dr. Waller 
Mr. Wells has investigated this subject by means of vacuum 
experiments. 

‘The Committee has entered upon the more practical side of 
its investigations during its present session. Various in- 
halers used for giving chloroform have been studied with the 
view of ascertaining the percentage dose in air of chloroform 
vapour delivered under known conditions. A report dealing 
with the purely practical question of the clinical use of such 
inhalers was presented by Dr. Dudley Buxton. The Com- 
mittee examined the actual use of certain inhalers, and 
will report upon them. Under the direction of Dr. Waller 
Mr. Wells has investigated the precise percentages of chloro- 
form vapour from these inhalers, including the germane 
questions of alterations of percentage due to evaporation, 
variation in depth and area of the chloroform through or 
over which air is passed before being inhaled by the patient. 
Mr. A. Vernon Harcourt has reported upon the regulating 
inhaler which he has devised. Professor Sherrington has re- 
ported upon the maximal dose of chloroform which, when 
introduced into the circulation, does not seriously depress 
the heart. The Committee — to furnish its full report 
upon these points, to which will be appended the individual 
reports of the members of the Committee, before the date of 
the annual meeting. 

The Annual Meeting Committee has advised that the 
Annual Meeting Museum should be under the administration 
of the head office ; your Council has endorsed this recom- 
= and has taken steps to put the plan into practical 
working. 

The Public Health Committee has held five meetings 
and has had under consideration many matters relat- 
ing to public health. The vaccination question has been 
fully considered, and on two occasions the Committee 
met in conference with the Medico-Political Committee, 
to settle on what lines pressure should be brought on 
Parliament to amend the Vaccination Acts. Sir Francis 
Powell, M.P., has again been good enough to introduce 
into Parliament a Bill, prepared by this Committee and 
approved by your Council, to amend the law relating to 
the security of tenure of office of medical officers of health 
and sanitary inspectors, and to make provision for super- 
annuation allowances. It is felt that, owing to the difficulty 
of passing any private Bill in the face of steady opposition by 
even a single member, the Bill does not stand much chance of 


becoming law unless taken up as a Government m 

The thanks of the Association, however, are dug to Sir 
Francis Powell for his continued interest in thig important 
question. 

The Committee hopes that the request of the Counc] to the 
President of the Local Government Board, asking him to 
receive a deputation as to the security of tenure of sanitary 
officers will be acceded to, and at the same time it ig hoped 
Mr. Long will also receive a deputation from this Association 
regarding future vaccination legislation. 

he Colonial Committee has considered from time to tj 
matters brought before its notice more especially the reg 
tration of European medical practitioners in Ceylon, an it 
has reason to hope that such registration will become 
pulsory. The Committee has also called attention to the 
absence of a representative of Medicine and Sanitary Scienes 
on the Council of the Viceroy of India and the Lieutenag. 
Governor of Burmah. 

A Subcommittee has been appointed to prepare a scheme 
for the grouping of the Colonial Branches for the purpogeg of 
representation on the Council. ou 

The Joint Committee of the Association and the Medico 
Psgchological Association is making recommendations to the 
Lord Chancellor as to the amendment of the Lunacy Acts, 
The matter has from time to time received the serious atten. 
tion of the House of Lords. A Bill was passed by that House 
and sent down to the House of Commonson March 8th, 1900, but 
owing to pressure of other business was withdrawn. In view 
of the statement made by the Attorney-General in the Com. 
mons on March 4th, to the effect that the Government has 
already assented to at least one of the principles urged by 
this Joint Committee it is hoped that the reforms pregged 
for may become law. : 

The Medical Charities Committee has met and reaffirmed 
the Report it presented to your Council last year. 

The Preliminary General Education Committee has only met 
once since the Manchester meeting, but it will be remembered 
thata deputation of your Association waited upon the Genera} 
Medical Council to urge an improved standard of preliminary 
general education of medical students. A report has been 
received, signed by Sir John Batty Tuke as Chairman of their 
Education Committee. Your Council has asked whether this 
is to be regarded as the reply of the General Medical Council, 

The Medico-Political Committee began its meetings after the 
vacation on October 22nd and met four times. The Coroners’ 
Bill, which had been prepared by a special committee, was 
finally considered at a joint meeting of the two Committees 
and approved. An effort has been made to secure for the Bill 
the support of the Coroners’ Society, but, unfortunately, with- 
out success, the Council of the Coroners’ Society stating that 
in their opinion proposals for amendment of the law as to 
coroners should emanate from some Government department 
and not from any association of private individuals. 

Prospective vaccination received the careful attention of two 
joint meetings of the Medico-Political and Public Health 
Committees. As prompt action might be necessary in ex 
pressing the opinion of the Association, it did not appear 

racticable to wait to ascertain that opinion through the 

ivisions, but the Committees jointly formulated six recom- 
mendations on the subject to the Council, which were 
approved by the Council and published in the SupPLEMENT& 
the BritisH Mepicat JourNAL on February 7th, 1903. 

The attention of the Committee having been drawn to the 
fact that the provisions of the Workmen’s Compensation Ad 
as to the employment of medical referees were not being 
carried out in accordance with the apparent intention of the 
Act, a Subcommittee was appointed to study the subject. 

Under the direction of the Subcommittee circulars were 
issued to all medical referees in the United Kingdom, 3o0in 
number, and 230 replies have been received. ‘The replies show 
that 144 referees have never been called upon to act officially 
under the Act, and that strong dissatisfaction exists generally 
amorg those who have acted as to the mode in which the 
appsent purpose of the Act in this respect is being defea 
not -uly as concerned the interest of the referees, but also of 
the working classes. Various suggestions were received fot 
remedying the evils pointed out, the greater number bene 
favour of an amendment of the clauses relating to the employ: 
ment of the official referees. The question is still 


actively considered. 
A letter from the Secretary of the Scottish Poorlav 


Medical Officers’ Association brought under the notice of - 
Committee the Local Government (Scotland) Act Amend: 
ment Bill, as likely to affect the interests of medical 
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of public bodies in Scotland, and the Committee took steps 
with a view to joint action with the society named, and with 
the Scottish Society of Medical Officers of Health, when 
matters concerning these bodies of medical men were, before 


Parliament. 

The Medical Acts Amendment Bill, prepared by the Parlia- 

entary Bills Committee, has been recast, and is now under 
the consideration of the Committee. 

The question of death certification has been also referred to 
the Committee, and action is being taken in the matter. 

Adetailed Report of the work of the Committee will be 
placed before the Annual Representative Meeting on July 
The Standing Organization Committee, in conjunction with 

the Secretaries of Branches in the United Kingdom, formed 

the Temporary Reorganization Committee to which was re- 
ferred the delimitation of boundaries of divisions and such 
changes in the boundaries of Branches as were necessitated 
the adoption of the new Constitution of the Association. 
Immediately upon the adoption of the new Constitution 
the Council passed resolutions whereby the local machinery 
of the Association was temporarily maintained until re- 
ization of Branches could be effected. The Reorganiza- 
tion Committee met during the Annual Meeting at 

Manchester to determine the method of carrying 

out its duties, and again on December oth to 

to the Council, schemes for various dis- 
tricts having been prepared in the interval by six sub- 
committees, to which this work was referred. The principles 
on which the adjustment of boundaries was determined were : 

(1) That Divisions should be such that in general the members 

of each could attend its meetings without more than half-a- 

day’s absence from home; (2) that boundaries of existing 

Branches should not be interfered with unnecessarily ; (3) that 

the wishes of the majority of members resident in a town or 

district should have predominant weight in deciding to what 

Branch or Division such town or district should be assigned. 

The Report of the Committee was received, and in the main 
adopted by the Council on January 21st, and the matters not 
then decided were determined on February 25th. The general 
result was the formation in the United Kingdom of Divisions, 
= din Branches. Four pairs of Branches were com- 

ined, namely, the Metropolitan and Thames Valley, the 
Oxford and Reading, the North Wales and Shropshire, and 
the Londonderry and Belfast; and three new Branches were 
formed, the North Lancashire, Fife, and Connaught. With 
these exceptions the changes of Branch boundaries found 
necessary were relatively few, the principal difficulty arising 
in the demarcation of boundaries between Branches which 
previously had overlapped. 

In addition to dealing with questions of boundaries, the 
Organization Committee has the duty of advising the Council 
on rules of Divisions and Branches. All Branch regulations 
losing their validity by the adoption of the new Constitution, 
the Council exercised on July 9th its special power to re-enact 
these so far as applicable until Divisions and Branches should 
be in a position to adopt new rules themselves. To assist 
in framing new rules the Organization Committee prepared 
sets of model rules to be put forward as suggestions, and 
these were approved by the Council, and have been adopted 
with only slight changes by most Divisions and Branches 
which have considered them. 

The regulations and by-laws providing that Divisions of 
fewer than fifty members must, and Divisions of larger mem- 
bership may, be grouped for representative purposes, and 
that Branches of fewer than 200 members must, except under 
special conditions, be grouped with neighbouring Branches to 
elect members of Council, the Organization Committee has 
been instructed to consider and report to the Council on the 
whole matter. On the recommendation of the Committee 
May 2oth has been fixed as the date on which the membership 
of local bodies shall be ascertained for representative pur- 
poses. Subject to such changes of membership materially 
affecting representative rights as may be found on that date 
to have occurred, the Committee has recommended grouping, 
which will result in the election of members of Council by 
Branches in the United Kingdom and of representatives of 
Divisions in the same area. 

The Ethical Committee has met three times, and has 
been called upon to advise the Council in several cases 
involving important questions of principle. Of matters 
touching the professional conduct of individuals, the 


majority have related to some form of advertisement, in 
& few cases by or with the consent of the medical prac- 


titioner concerned, but more usually by other persons 
who made use of his name for their own trade advantage. 
Attention having been drawn to the frequency of the latter 
kind of advertisement—as in the publication of a testimonial 
with the full name, qualifications, etc., of the giver—the 
Council approved a recommendation of the Committee that a 
standing instruction be given to the Organizing Secretary to 
deal in a specified form with all cases of the kind brought 
under his notice. The Council is gratified to be able 
to report that the action taken under this instruction 
bas resulted in nearly all cases in the immediate cessation of 
the objectionable notice. 

In addition to considering specific matters of individual 
conduct, the ethical work of the Council includes by By-law 11 
the sanction or otherwise of such ethical regulations as may 
from time to time be adopted by Divisions or Branches amon 
their local rules. In this connexion the Council has accept 
a recommendation of the Ethical Committee advising that 
sanction should in general be given by the Council to rules 
adopted by Divisions or Branches for the regulation of the 
professional conduct of their own members, provided that 
such rules should be passed by a sufficient majority of the 
members affected. 

A code of model rules to regulate procedure in ethical cases 
was also drawn up by the Committee to be suggested to 
Divisions and Branches for adoption, and was referred by the 
Council to Branch Councils for consideration. 

The Committee having had under consideration the adver- 
tising of the name of a practitioner as physician to a bathing 
establishment, has expressed strong condemnation of the 
advertisement of the connexion of any medical practitioner 
with a bathing or hydropathic establishment. 

The Committee also, in connexion with a case brought 
before it, advised that the advertising in local newspapers of 
the physician or surgeon of a hospital on duty for the week, 
or any systematic advertisement in newspapers of the names 
of the staff and their days of attendance, is open to grave 
objection, and instructed the Organizing Secretary to write to 
any member of the profession whose name may so appear, 
requesting him to take steps to have that practice dis- 
continued. 

EstiMATE OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. 

The practice of estimating the annual receipts and expendi- 
ture was inaugurated at Manchester and your Council is 
gratified that the surplus for the year 1902 has exceeded 
by £2,262 the surplus anticipated. This result is highly 
satisfactory, and your Council thinks that the thanks 
of the Association are due to the whole of the office staff for 
their close and faithful attention to the many ramifications 
of so large an Association. Your Council, while hoping to 
show equally good results during the current year, has not 
yet the necessary data to gauge accurately the cost of the 
Representative Meeting and other increased expenditure re- 
sulting from the new Constitution; therefore, in presenting 
an estimate of receipts and expenditure for 1903, it offers 
figures somewhat similar to those laid before you at Man- 
chester last year. 


ESTIMATED RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1903. 
Receipts. Expenditure. 
Income, estimated on : Expenses, estimated on 


last years’ figures last year’s figures, 
with certain allow- with certain allow- 


ances 48,030 0 0 ances for increased 

expenditure «ss 40,000 © O 
Cost of Committees 
Representative Meet- 

ings, etc. ... 3,600 0 0 
Contributions to 

Branches ... 3550 

46,530 © 

Estimated Surplus, 19¢3 1,500 o o 

£48,030 0 0 £48,030 0 0 

LIBRARY. 


The Library has fully maintained its usefulness. During 
the nine months ending March 31st, 4,084 attendances have 
been registered, and more use has been made of the Lib 
latterly than during any corresponding period of its existence. 

Your Association has again to thank numerous members, 
authors, and others for new books, new editions, and other 
volumes received towards completing series; in this way 482 
volumes have been presented. 
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JOURNAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT. [May 2, 1903 
FINANCIAL FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3IST, 1902. 
BALANCE SHEET. 
LIABILITIES. ASSETS, 
Dr. Cr. £ ad 
To Subscriptions paid in advance 7¢016 6 | By Subscriptions—Amount due 853 
»» Miscellaneous Printing .. » Freehold of 2and- 2, Harvey’s Buildings, ‘purchased 3894. 4,640 
» Stationery ... It 3 » Freehold of 429, Strand, 2, 3, 4, and 5 ‘Agar 
» Repairs... BIS SB 4 Street at purchase price in 1898 .. 79,000 0 o 
» Legal Charges 6717 2 | , Redemption of Land Tax _.... 880 0 o 
» Rates and Taxes, and Electric Supply «os 20) 4 | 79,880 0 
Editorial Expenses 1414 0 , Cash, namely :— 
Sundries ait At London and Westminster Bank current 4 84, 
» Arehitect’s Fees... 770 account 875 15 a8 
Organization Secretary - ‘Travelling and Clerical Expenses’ 78 13 6 Deposit account 1,000 0 
», Library Committee 7 3 At Office she 1817 3 
+» Income Tax on Interest on Mortgage’ 1,894 9 
| 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 4,689 © 9 | 
8. 
» Mortgage on Freehold, created 1898 38,000 0 
»» Paid off (March £5,000, Final Balance 
£5,000 December 2gth, 1902)... 38,0c0 0 
| 
» Surplus Account— | 
Balance on Jan. 1st, 1902 | 
Profit for 1902 brought from Revenue | 
Account ... 6.7 | 
» Balance, being total of excess of assets over liabilities 91,926 17 9 | 
496,615 18 6 | £96,615 18 6 
Revenue or Profit and Loss Account for Year ending December 31st, 1902. 
£ 
Editorial Expenses (Salaries, Contributions, or 19 Subscriptions 
Reporting) 519 9 Arrears of former’ years 314.19 7 
Paper) Sundry Sales of Journal 1,815 18 2 
Office Expenses (Rent, Taxes, Office Postage, etc.) 2,828 13 o Sundries—Reading and Binding Covers, ete. 119 37 
Office Salaries and Wa ges.. 3,010 6 Reprints ‘ 13217 © 
Association Expenses “(Scientific Grants, Scholarships, 1612 o Interest on Investmentsand Rents... 810 19 1 
Expenses of Committees, ete.) 4979 33 Scientific Grants unused and returned 62 13 6 
S nD 189 © 9 | Discount on Printing, Pay er, ete. 
Plant, written off towards Depreciation 500 0 o | 
399527 5 7 
Subscription Losses from Deaths, Arrears etc. ... “a6 946 99717 7 


Profit for Year carried to Balance Sheet ... eae ra ove 4499 6 7 | 
445,024 9 9 | 445.024 9 


Srewart Funp. 
Investment of £579 in 4 per cent. Caledonian Railway Debenture Stock, in the name of the British Medical Association. 


Jan. 1. To Balance brought over 201310 Dec. 31. Balance carried down _... 
Dec. 31. __,, Interest one year on £579 ... 21 55 0 

£42 8 10 | £42 8 10 


MIDDLEMORE FUND 
Investment of £666 133. 4d. in 3 per cent. North British Railway De benture Stock in the name of the British Medical Association. 


1902. Lak | 8.4. 
Jan. 1. To Balance brought over 69 18 8 | Dee. By Balance carried down ... 
31. ,, Interest one year on £666 138. 4d. 18 15 
| 8 


We certify, in accordance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 1900, that all our requirements as Auditors have heen complied 
with. Having examined the ahove Balance Sheet, date December: 31st, 1902, with the books and vouchers of the Association, a 
having inspected the Deeds of the properties, 429, Strand, 2, 3, 4, and 5, Agar Street, and 2, and 5, Harvey's Buildings deposited with 
your Bankers, we report that it is in our opinion properly drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Associa- 


tion’s affairs as shown by the books of the Association. 
/ Signed) PRICE, WATERHOUSE & CO., 
March 318t, 1903. 3, Frederick’s Place, Old Jewry, E.C. + 
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In addition to these, the Library has also received some 
pundreds of English and Colonial Sanitary Reports, and the 
geries of Continental theses for which your Library is unique 
has been maintained. 

Several applications have been received from Home and 
Colonial Branches of your Association for grants of books 
from the list of accumulated duplicate volumes, and in all 
cases it has been found possible to comply with the request. 
There is now being regularly filed in the library a really 
useful working collection of English and Continental journals, 
and, in response to requests, several additional series have 
peen started during the year. Both past experience and an 
“intelligent anticipation of events” emphasize the import- 
ance of completeness in these serials, and it is hoped that it 
may be found possible to make adequate provision for the 
proper and convenient housing of such selected periodicals as 
it may be considered advisable in the future to file. 

ANDREW CrARK, Chairman of Council. 
April 22nd, : 903. 


Resolved: That the Report of Council be received and 
approved, and submitted to the Secretaries of each Branch 
and Division, and published in the Journat in accordance 
32 

e minutes of the Premises and Libr i 
considered ary Committee were 
Resolved: That the minutes of the Premi i 
esolved : That the accounts for the quarter. amounting t 
£36 118. 10d., be approved, and the Treasurer be waveted 
Th 
esolved : That a grant of books, consisting of the si 
odd volumes asked for, be made to the Medical Society ot 
Port Blair, but in doing so the Council woul’ point out that 
it a precedent ; the usual 
ractice being for duplica oks to be 
e minutes of the Journal and Fi i 
te considered. inance Committee were 
solved: That the minutes of the J i 
Committe be received. e Journal and Finance 
_ Resolved: That the Financial Statement for the yea - 
ing December 318t, 1902, as certified by the auditors a ee 
be received and approved and circulated, together with the 
estimate of receipts and expenditure for the year ending 
December 318t, 1903, to the Secretaries of Branches and 
Divisions and published in the JourNatL, in accordance with 
solved : That chis Council regrets to learn of the enf. 
absence of Dr. Roberts Thomson and hopes that he ue 
be able to resume his attendance and valued counsels. 
it be that asum of £300 be 
1e next annual general meetin 
Fund for the staff. 
esolved: That a grantof £100 be made to th i 
Chloreform Committee for its work in 1903. we 

Resolved: That the scheme for alterations of ground floor 
offices, as recommended by the Premises and Library Com- 
mittee, be approved and adopted, and that the Chairman of 
Council and the Treasurer be asked to confer with the Archi- 
tect to take out quantities and make the most favourable 
cost of the alterations. 

: That the accounts for the quarter ending March 
31st last, amounting to £9,373 68. 5d., be received an ap- 
it be that the Treasurer be 

ed to pa ose remainin i i 
fata 8 134. y g unpaid, amounting to 

esolved: That the Auditors’ report b i 
and entered on the 

ead communication from the Solici 
Olive, London Won” citor, Duchy of Lancaster 

Law Department, 
sir, April gth, 1903. 
LIVERPOOL THROAT, NOSE, AND EAR HOSPITAL. 
* ara ase Pastilles manufactured by Messrs. Evans, Sons and Co. 
ing to Mr. Houston’s interview with terday, I 
arranged to put the facts of the case 

From what you mentioned to Mr. Houston yesterday I understand that 
the British Medical Association are aware, that by a recent order of the 
Court of Chancery of the Ceunty Palatine of Lancaster, a scheme was 
directed to be prepared on behalf of the above-mentioned hospita with 
respect to the dispositions of certain moneys standing to the credit of the 
action of Evans v. Jones in that Court, and which consists of an accumu- 


lation of royalties paid by Messrs. Evans on the sale by them of certain 
pastilles, known as antiseptic throat pastilles, and of which, by order of 
the Court, they are permitted to be sole manufacturers and vendors. 

The amount now in Court is upwards of £1,400, and the future royalties 
on the sale, it is anticipated, will considerable exceed £1,coo per annum. 

According to the arrangement made by the Attorney-General of the 
Duchy, and sanctioned by the Court, these royalties were directed to be 
paid, by way of donation, to or for the benefit of the above-mentioned 
(then projected) hospital, twice yearly, and the scheme itself on which 
the hospital was ‘established was also duly approved on behalf of all 
parties interested. 

The Medical Board attached to the hospital consists of Drs. John Bark, 
J. E. McDougall, William McClellan, and Wiliam C. Costine, the Trustees 
of the Institution being Mr. Reginald Bushell, J.P., of Liverpool, and Mr. 
William Macfie, C.B., J.P., also of Liverpool, with power to nominate a 
third trustee. 

It appears, however, from representations which the Solicitors ior the 
hospital have recently made tothe Attorney-General that the General 
Medical Council have taken objection tothese medical men associating 
themselves, in any way, with the sale of a medicinal remedy the composi- 
tion of which they are pledged not to divulge. 

Under these circumstances, and in view of the representations which 
have been made to the Council, the medical staff have decided to sever 
their connexion entirely from the hospital, and desire to hand over the 
building and its contents to their successors. This decision on their part 
has also, to a great extent, I believe, been prompted by the unfortunate 
and unauthorized use of the name of one of the doctors in connexion 
with the formula of the pastilles. This latter objection, I may mention, 
no longer obtains, as the manufacturers, Messrs, Evans and Co., have 
given the Attorney-General their undertaking to discontinue all further 
use of such name. 

In view of the decision of the medical staff of the hospital, the scheme 
which the Duchy Court has formulated practically falls to the ground as, 
of course, the hospital cannot go on without medical men, and it is pre- 
sumed that the objection which the General Medical Council has taken 
will apply to any other medical men who might be willing to associate 
themselves with the undertaking. 

It is, however, with respect to this latter question that I now address 
you, and I shall be glad if you will inform me whether lam right in 
assuming that the British Medical Association will move the General 
Medical Council to take objection to any qualified medical practitioners 
associating themselves with an institution deriving benefit from the 
accumulated royalties arising out of the past sales of these pastilies, or 
the income to be derived from their anticipated sale in the future? 

If this is so, it will ‘be necessary for the Attorney-General of the Duchy 
to devise some other jscheme, which will nct be opposed to the profes- 
sional ethics, now standing in the way of medical institutions deriving 
the benefit from the sale of these pastilles, which the Attorney-General, 
as well as the Duchy Court, would desire to confer. 

May I ask you to be so good as to bring the subject before your Board 
at the meeting, which, I believe, takes place on the 22nd inst., and to 
favour me with an answer on as early a date as possible, in order that the 
whole subject of the disposition of these royalties may be again brought 
before the Court ? 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
REGINALD C. HART DYKE, 


Guy Elliston, Esq., Solicitor, Duchy of Lancaster. 


General Secretary, 
British Medical Association, 
429, Strand, W.C. 


Resolved: That a reply be forwarded to the Solicitor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster to the effect that the objections taken by 
the General Medical Council are shared by the British Medical 
Association. 

Resolved: That the following notices of motion on behalf of 
the Council be given for the forthcoming annual representa- 
tive meeting to be held at Swansea: 

That By-law 2 be amended by the addition of a clause that any Branch 
may, by special resolution, require that each candidate for election to the 
Association shall furnish a certificate from two members of the Associa- 
tion to whom he is personally known. 

That all officers on the active list of the Navy, Army, and Indian Medical 
Service be eligible for election through the Council or a Branch without 
approving signatures as laid down in By-law 3. 


ee of the Trust Funds Con mittee were then con- 
sidered. 

Resolved: That the Middlemore Prize be awarded for the best 
work or essay on the scientific and practical value of improve- 
ments in ophthalmic medicine and surgery during the pre- 
vious three years, and that Mr. Adams Frost, Dr. George A. 
Berry, and the Chairman of Council be requested to act as 


adjudicators. 
olved: That the Stewart Prize be awarded for the 


xl SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
BRItISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF COUNCIL. [May 2, 1993, 


recognition of important work already done, or of researches 
instituted and promising good results regarding the origin, 
spread, and prevention of epidemic disease, with a view to 
encourage the continuance of the same, and that Dr. Patrick 
Manson, C.M.G., Dr. Leslie Mackenzie, and the Chairman of 
of Council, be requested to act as adjudicators. 

The minutes of the Joint Committee on Fees to Medical 
Witnesees of January 27th, 1903, were then considered. 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Joint Committee on 
Fees to Medical Witnesses be received. 

The minutes of the Joint Committee of the British Medical 
Association and Medico-Psy chological Asscciation of Decem- 
ber 3rd, 1902, January 7th and February 23rd, 1903, were then 
considered. 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Joint Committee of the 
British Medical Asscciation and the Medico-Psychological 
Association of December 31d, 1902, January 7th and February 
23rd, 1903, be.received. 

Resolved : That the Report of the Joint Committee con- 
tained in the minutes of February 23rd, 1903, and forwarded 
to the Lord Chancellor, be received. 

The minutes of the Medico-Political Committee of February 
24th and Maich 19th, 1903, were then considered. 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Medico-Political 
—* of February 24th and March 19th, 1903, be re- 
ceived. 

Resolved : That the Chairman of Council and the Chairman 
of the Medico- Political Committee be authorized to lay before 
the Lord Chancellor the facts contained in the report of the 
Medico- Political Committee in such manner as sball appear 
best after conference with the other medical bodies movir ¢ 
in the matter of the administration of the Coroners Act by 
Mr. Troutbeck, Coroner for South-West London. 

The minutes of the Organization Committee of March roth 
and April ac 1903, were then considered. 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Organization Committee 
of March roth and April 7th, 1903, be received. 

The question of the Representation of Branches on the 
Council was then brought forward by the Chairman of the 
Organization Committee. 

A petition from the Border Counties Branch was considered 
in conjunction with the minutes, as bearing upon the question 
of representation on the Courcil. 

Resolved: That the Border Counties Branch be grouped 
= = North Lancashire Branch, to elect one member of 

ouncil. 

Resolved: That the Gloucester Branch be grouped with the 
Worcester and Hereford Branch, to elect one member of 
Council. 

With regard to the recommendation of the Organization 
Committee that the Dorset and West Hants Branch be 
grouped with the West Somerset Branch, to elect one member 
of Council, 

Resolved: That the recommendation be referred back to 
the Organization Committee for further consideration, but 
with power to decide the question. 

A petition from the East York and North Lincoln Branch 
regarding representation on the Council was considered in 
conjunction with the recommendation of the Organization 
Committee that the East York and North Lincoln Branch, 
though having fewer than 200 1raembers, be accorded inde- 
pendent representation on the ground of the large member- 
ship of the neighbouring Branches,*cn account of which the 
East York and North Lincoin Branch, if grouped, would 
practically be deprived of any share in representation. 

Kesclved: That the question of the representation of the 
East York and North Lincoln Branch be referred back to the 
Organization Committee, and that the Committee be autho- 
rized to decide the question. 

With regard to the recommendation of the Organization 
Committee that the Cambridge and Huntingdon Branch, 
though having fewer than zoo members, be accorded repre- 
sentation for similar reasons to those stated in reference to 
the East York and North Lincoin Branch, 

Resolved: That the Cambridge Branch be not granted 
— representation, and the grouping of the Branch be 
referred back to the Organization Committee with power to 
make arrangements for the ensuing year. 

Resolved: That having regard to the wide area and sparse 
medical population of the Northern Counties of Scotland 
Branch, this Branch be accorded independent representation, 
though having fewer than 200 members. 

With reference to the recommendation of the Organization 
Committee, that the Aberdeen Branch, even if not attaining 


2co members by the day appointed for countin accor 
esolved : Tha e question o e representati 
Aberdeen Branch be referred back to the 0 tion of the 
mittee with power to settle the matter—that is, if the figure 
are over 200, they will get representation ; if not, the Com: 
mittee can do as it thinks fit. ; 
Resolved: That the Dundee, Perth, and Stirling Branches 
be grouped together, to elect one member of Council, and the 
— — the Edinburgh Branch to elect two members of 
ouncil. 
Resolved: That the South-lastern of Ireland Branch pe 
—- with the Leinster Branch, to elect two members of 
ouncil. 
Resolved : That the Connaught Branch be grouped wi 
Ulster Branch, to elect two members of Council. mite 
Resolved : That in consideration of the special circumstances 
of the Munster Branch—namely, that it Cannot be grouped 
with any other Irish Branch without unduly reducing the 
total number of members of Council representing Irish 
Branches—the Munster Branch be granted independent 
representation, though having fewer than 200 members, 
Resolved: That the Council group the Divisions in the 
United Kingdom for representative purposes in accordance 
with the scheme as amended and submitted by the Organiza. 
tion Committee subject to such changes of membership, 
material to representation, as may be found to have taken 
place when the membership of each Division is ascertained 
on May 2oth. 


SCHEME FOR REPRESENTATION OF DIVISIONS. 


(froupina for 
Branch, | Divisions. Representation. 
— 
BATH AND BRISTOL .. ‘Bristol ves Alone, one representative 
dco, 


Alone. one, or with West 
Bromwich (¥.v.) 

Alone, one, if 50 members; 
otherwise with Central 


BIRMINGHAM AND Mip. Central 
LAND COUNTIES | 
|West Bromwich 


Dudley 
\Bromsgrove Together, one 
\Warwick and Leam-?{ Alone, one (or with follow- 
‘Coventry ...) Together, one, if 50 mem- 
‘Nuveatcn andTam--! bers; otherwise with 
| worth Warwick 


‘Scottish Border 
‘North Cumberland } 

Mid Cumberland - Together, one 
South Cumberland 


BORDER COUNTIES Alone, one 


CAMBRILGE AND Hunts Cambridge & Hunts 


Alone, one 
DorsET & WEST HANTS West Dorset ... . /Alone, one 
Bournemouth . ‘Alone, one 


Norwich 
West Norfolk 
Mid Noriclk ... 


East ANGLIAN Together, one 

z Alone, one, if so members: 
otherwise with tore 
going 

East Norfolk... nk 

North Suffolk Together, one 

south Suffolk 

West. Suffolk ... 


Together, one 
North-East Essex ... 


Alone, one, if so members; 
otherwise with follow 
ing 

Mid Essex 

3outh Essex... ... Together, one 


! 
EAst YORK AND NorkTH Hull... wok 


LINCOLN North Lincoln Tosether, one 


—— 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE \Gloucestershire . |Alone, one 


rganization Com. 


NorTH 


OXFORD 
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LANCASHIRE AND SouTH EASTFRN... ... Isle of Thanet Fe 
outh... 


| 
yest... | | over ... | 
| North... | | ning Together, ore 
\Salfor aversham ... F 
Each, one repre- 
Southern Dartford _... . Alone, one 
Birkenhead ... | Together, one 
Burnley Together, one Tunbridge Wells /Alone, one 
Preston Each, alone, one ond Alone, one 
outhpor eee oot 
Stockport asf | Together, one 
ac 00 cold Together one orsham 
Glossop Croydon ... \Alone, one 
| Altrincham ....... Alone, one Norwood .. |Alone, one 
Wigan ... \(sle of Wight . Together, one 
Warringion together, one; with Sis 
1 St. Helens (yuernsey bury if required. 
salisbury ...... Alone. one, if so members: 
going 
METROPOLITAN \Brixton ... Winchester ... «. Alone, one 
COUNTIES Contral - Each, alone, one 
... ... Alone, one, or with Wat- | 
ford, SOUTH MIDLAND... ... Three Divisions 
ampstead ... 
|Kensington ... SouTH WALES AND | 
MOUTHSHIRE ... Five Divisions __... 
ichmon ac vision alone, one 
... } Each, alone, one SouTH- WESTERN... |3ix Divisions representative 
'Stratfor } 
| STAFFORDSHIRE ... |Chree Divisions | 
Walthamstow WeEsT SOMERSET... .. | Ine Division... 
Watford .. Alone, one, if 50 members 
Weybridge ... .. Alone, one 
FORD .Hereford ... ..§ if Hereford has so mem- 
MIDLAND ... ... (Derby .. .. . Alone, one bers; otherwise together 
Leicester ... ‘... Alone, one 
Nottingham ... .. Alone, one 
m- Stamford | 
oston an pa ing akefie 
Harrogate... 
NorTH OF ENGLAND ...Berwick Together, one 
Alnwick | Together. one, if so mem- Huddersfield 
bers; if not, with Hex- Logether, one 
Hexham sa .. With foregoing, one; or scarborough See. en borough over 50 mem- 
iS with Newcastle, one’ bers ; otherwise, together 
Newcastle... .... Alone, or with Hexham, one 
one 
South Shields y Together, one | ; 
Chester-le- Street |. =| Shetland... ...) 
Jurham ? 
Bishop Auckland . Together, one 
Barnard Castle... 
Stockton... ... - Together, one 
= Cleveland =a may NORTHERN COUNTIES ... Northern Counties } Each, alone, one. 
NorTH LANCASHIRE... | Together, one; with Lan- | STIRLING ... ... 
‘nenda. eee eee | Caster necessary 
otherwise ‘with fore. 
ow going EDINBURGH East Edinburgh... ) 
North Edinburgh .. > Each, alone, one. 
Lothians... . U Each, alone, one, if Border 
OXFORD AND READING.. Oxford .. Alone, one Border Counties Co inties: over 2 
aidenhead... ... members; otherwise, to- 
Reading Together, one gether, one. 
NortH SHRop- Four Divisions ... Each alone, one GLASGOW AND WEST or(Seven Divisions ... |each, alone, one 
SCOTLAND 
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mes Grouping for 
Branch. | Divisions. Representation. 
CONNAUGHT ... Chree Divisions ... Together, one, if 50 mem- 
| bers; otherwise, with 
| | nearest Ulster Division, 
| one 
| | 
MUNSTER ...North Munster _... |Together, one, if so mem- 
West Munster — | bers ; otherwise grouped 
| with South Munster 
South Munster... Alone, one, or if required 
| | grouped with foregoing 
LEINSTER ... «. Dublin ... = Alone, one 
‘East Leinster Alone, one 


‘Fourother Divisions Together, one 


SOUTH-EASTERN OF Three Divisions ... Together one 


IRELAND 
ULSTER ... Belfast be . Alone, one 
‘Portadown .. .. |Alone, one 
‘Dery Together, one 
‘Monaghan and ) | 
‘Enniskillen ... 


The Chairman of the Organization Committee then sub- 
mitted the Rules of Branches and Divisions. 
Resolved: That the rules of the following Branches be 


approved : 
Bath and Bristol. Branch North Lancashire Branch 
Dundee Branch Stirling Branch 
East Anglian Branch South-Western Branch 
Fife Branch South Midland Branch 


Resolved: That the Rules of the Midland Branch, sul” 
mitted by the Branch Council, be approved, subject to confirm- 
ation by the general meeting of the Branch. 

Resolved: That the Gateshead Division Rules be approved 
with the exception of those rules relating to professional con- 
duct which were referred to the Ethical Committee. 

Resolved: That the Rules of the Yorkshire Branch be ap- 
proved, with the exception of the rule requiring sponsors on 
behalf of candidates seeking election. 


The Chairman of the Committee reported that in the Rules 


submitted by the British Guiana, Ceylon, and Natal Branches, 
were provisions which appeared to be inconsistent with the 
Regulations or By-laws ot the Association. 

Resolved: That all Rules which appear to conflict with the 
Articles and By-laws of the Association be referred to the 
Solicitor for his opinion. 

Resolved : That the Rules of the following Divisions be 
approved : 


Bedford Division West Norfolk Division 

Bucks Division Furness Division 

Northampton Division Kendal Division 

East Norfolk Divis on Lancaster Division 

Mid-Norfolk Division South-Eastern Counties Division 


Norwich Division (Edinburgh Branch) 


The minutes of the Public Health Committee of April 3rd 
were then considered. 

‘Resolved: That the minutes of the Public Health Com- 
mittee of April 3rd be received and approved, and the recom- 
mendations contained therein carried into effect. 

Resolved: That this Council views with apprehension the 
withdrawal by the Board of Education of Article 101* from 
the Provisional Code recently issued. This article, in 
districts where it has been effieiently worked, has been most 
advantageous to the public health, and in the opinion of this 
Council its withdrawal will be detrimental in two directions—- 
first, by causing the return to school of children not com- 
pletely convalescent from acute disease; and, secondly, by 
waking it increasingly difficult to exclude from attendance at 


school children who, although in fair health, are sti 
of spreading infectious disease, either because then buble 
suffered from slight attacks or because they have eg 
recently in contact with cases of disease. een 

The minutes of the Ethical Committee of March 18th I 
were then considered. » 1993, 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Ethical Committee }, 
received. 

The minutes of the Medical Charities Committee of March 
30th, 1903, were then presented. 

Resolved: That the minutes of the Medical Charities Qom. 
mittee be not received. . 

The minutes of the Colonial Committee of April 7th 190 
were then considered. die 

Resolved: That it be reeommended that for the year 1903. 
the Council accept the Representatives of those Colonval 
Branches making a return. 

Resolved: That the 25 candidates whose names appear on 
the circular convening the meeting be and they are hereby’ 
elected members of the British Medical Association. 

Read communication from the Association of Public Vag. 
cinators of England and Wales. 

Resolved: That the same be received and entered on the 
minutes, and that the Secretary be instructed to inform the 
Association of Public Vaccinators of England and Wales that 
the Council in appointing any Committee takes into congj. 
deration the interests of all members of the British Medica] 
Association. 

Read communication from the Matrons’ Council of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

Resolved: That the same be received and entered on the 
minutes. 

Read report of the Birmingham and Midland Counties 
Branch in accordance with By-law 8. 

Resolved: That the same be received and entered on the 
minutes. 

Resolved: That Mr. Hempson be reappointed Solicitor to 
the Association for the ensuing twelve months on the same 
terms as before. 

Read communication from the Royal Institute of Publie 
Health, asking the Association to appoint Delegates to attend 
its forthcoming Congress to be held in Liverpool from Jaly 
15th to July 21st, under the presidency of the Right Hon. the 
Karl of Derby, K.G. 

Resolved: That the communication lie on the table. 

Resolved: That the question of appointing Delegates to the 
Eleventh international Congress of Hygiene and Demography 
to be held at Brussels in September be deferred to the next 
meeting of Council. 

Resolved: That permission be granted to the Continental 
Anglo-American Medical Society to hold a meeting during 
the annual meeting of the Association at Swansea. 


MEDI{CO-POLITICAL COMMITTEE. 


A MEETING of the Medico Political Committee was held at the 

Office of the Association on I'ebruary 24th, 1g03, when there 

were present Sir Victor Horsley, F.R.S., in the chair; Mr. 

Andrew Clark, Chairman of Council; Dr. H. Langley Browne, 

Dr. Alfred Cox, Dr. Major Greenwood, Dr G. Heron, 

— A. Messiter, Dr. C. H. Milburn, Dr. Norman 
alker. 


Bills before Parliament. 

The Secretary was instructed to issue a circular calling the 
attention of Divisions to the following matters already 
announced in the JouRNAL: 

1. The joint recommendations of the Committee and the 
Public Health Committee as to vaccination approved by the 
Council. 

2. The joint action agreed to be taken by the Association in 
conjunction with the Scottish Poor-law Medical Officers’ 
Association in respect of the Local Government Act Amend- 
— (Scotland) Bill when this again comes before Parlia- 
men 

3. The Coroners Bill. 

4. The Public Health Bill. 

Also, in reference to the first item, calling attention to the 
recent speech of the President of the Local Government Boa 
forecasting a reduction of minimum fees paid to Public Vae- 
cinators. 

The Divisions were requested to consider each of the above 


matters, and to make arrangements with a view to supporting 
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the policy of the Association in Parliamentary matters by 
influencing members of Parliament representing the several 

lities. 

67 was directed that mention should also be made in the 
circular of the fact that a Medical Acts Amendment Bill is 
under consideration by the Committee, and will shortly be 
gubmitted to the Divisions, embodying the following main 
rinciples : The reform of the constitution of the General 
Medical Council; the one-portal system ; an annual licence 
to practise ; and the suppression of unqualified practice. 


Another meeting of the Medico- Political Committee was held 
at the house of Sir Victor Horsley on March 19th, 1903, when 
there were present Sir Victor Horsley, F.R.S., in the chair, 
Mr. Andrew Clark, Chairman of Council, Dr. H. Langley 
Browne, Dr. Major Greenwood, Dr. G. A. Heron, Mr. M. A. 
Messiter, Dr. C. H. Milburn, and Dr..Norman Walker. Mr. 
Hempson also attended by request of the Chairman. 


Irregular Certification of Death. 

Acase in which evidence was adduced that a form of certi- 
ficate used by a medical herbalist with regard to the death of 

rsons treated ky him was accepted by the local registrar, 
whe, aeeeres: entered such deaths as “ uncertified,” was con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Hempson stated the action which had been taken by 
the Medical Defence Union, and by himself as solicitor to the 
Union in the matter of deaths certified by unregistered prac- 
titioners with special reference to the interview which he had 
had with the Registrar-General, and it was resolved : 

That a memorandum be prepared which the Committee should submit 
to the Council with the recommendation that the Registrar-General 
should be requested to receive a deputation from the Association on the 
matters dealt with in the memorandum, and that Mr. Hempson be con- 
sulted as to the drafting of the memorandum. 


Coroner's Inquiries. 

The action of the coroner at Huddersfield in requiring death 
certificates given by medical practitioners, in cases where a 
surgical operation has been performed within the fourteen 
days prior to death, to be submitted to him before registra- 
tion, was considered, but as the Committee was informed that 
the Coroner had subsequently written intimating his with- 
drawal from the position previously taken up by him, the 
Committee was of opinion that no action by the Association 
appeared to be necessary. 

The Committee then considered the action of the Coroner 
for South-West London in declining to take the evidence at 
inquests of practitioners who had been in attendance on the 
deceased, and resolved: 

That the Council be recommended to approach the Lord Chancellor 
with a view to his receiving a deputation or a memorial from the Associa- 
tion as to the way in which the Coroners Act is being carried out by Mr. 
Troutbeck, and that a memorandum of the points to be raised in con- 
nexion therewith be prepared by an Emergency Subcommittee composed 
of the London members of the Committee, in conjunction with Mr. 
Hempson. 

As the Committee was informed that the Medical Defence 
Union and the South-West I.ondon Medical Society were 
both preparing to approach the Lord Chancellor on the sub- 
ject, it was resolved to recommend the Council to co-operate 
with these bodies. 

The facts which it is recommended should be laid before the 
Lord Chancellor are embodied in the following memorandum: 

That the attention of the British Medical Association has 
been drawn to the recent action of Mr. John Troutbeck, His 
Majesty’s Coroner for the City and Liberty of Westminster 
and the South-Western District of the County of London, in 
creating anew procedure by dispensing at inquests with the 
evidence of the medical practitioner who had been in attend- 
ance 1 oe the deceased prior to death or who had been called in 
immediately thereafter, and in placing before the jury and 
directing them as regards medical evidence solely upon that 
obtained by a pathologist performing a post-mortem examina- 
tion and having no other direct knowledge of the actual facts 
of the case. Further, Mr. Troutbeck has recently adopted 
the practice of only informally conveying to the practitioner 
that a post-mortem examination will be made, and not efficially 
directing him to take part therein. 

On the above facets it is reeommended that the Council of 
the British Medical Association, whilst making clear its re- 
cognition of the advantage which may accrue in special cases 
from the assistance of a pathologist skilled in making post- 


mortem examinations, should respectfully submit to the Lord 
Chancellor by petition, memorial, or deputation : 
1. That the medical evidence of the cause of death is two 
kinds, namely :— 
(a) ‘linical, as to facts observed during life, and 
(6) Pathological, as to facts observed by examination of 
the body after death. 

2. That clinical evidence, if obtainable, is essential to the 
finding of the true cause of death, and therefore should be 
presented to the jury. 

3. That where it is deemed by the coroner that the patho- 
logical investigation presents special difficulties demanding 
expert assistance, such assistance should be obtained asa 
supplement to, and not in substitution for, that of tine prac- 
titioner called to the case during life or immediately after 


death. 
4. That the procedure herein suggested is that contemplated 
by the Coroners Act, 1887. 


Workmen's Com 

The following report of the 
Subcommittee was received . 

The Subcommittee reported that, inasmuch as information 
placed before them by members of the Subcommittee indicated 
that clauses of the Workmen’s Compensation Act in reference 
to the appointment of Medical Referees appointed under the 
Act were not being carried out in accordance with the 
apparent intention of the Act, a circular had been addressed 
toall Referees ae under the Act, 296 in number, in- 
quiring whether they had acted under the Act, if so under 
what circumstances, and whether they had any suggestions 
to offer. Out of 230 replies received, 86 Referees stated that 
they had acted in their official capacity, and 144 that they had 
not so stated. 

An abstract had been prepared‘ by the Secretary of the — 
information and suggestions so furnished, and on the basis of 
this abstract a Memorandum had been drafted setting forth 
the kind of action which appeared to be called for. The Sub- 
committee recommended thereupon as follows :— 

(1) That the Committee should recommend the Council 
to approach the Home Office in order to lay before it 
certain facts as to the working of the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act. 

(2) That the Committee should ascertain from the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress 
its views on certain matters set forth in the Memoran- 
dum prepared by the Secretary as to the effect of the 
non-employment of Referees on the/position of workmen 
in compensation cases. 

The Emergency Subcommittee was instructed to prepare a 
Memorandum of the points to be laid before the Home 
Secretary, and it was resolved that norecommendation should 
be made to the Council until this had been considered by the 
members of the Committee. 


Trish Poor-law Medical Service. ’ 

A letter was read from Dr. Walshe, member of Council, 
representing the South-Eastern of Ireland Branch, as to the 
support desired from the Association by the Irish medical pro- 
fession, particularly with reference to the status of Irish 
Poor-law medical officers. The Committee resolved : 

That Dr. Walshe be informed that the Committee, fully appreciating the 
difficulties of the Irish medical profession, and sympathizing with them 
in relation thereto, would be glad to have before it specific statements of 
matters requiring attention on which definite recommendations to the 
Council might be based. 


ation Act. 
orkmen’s Compensation Act 


PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 


A MEETING of the Public Health Committee was held at the 
office of the Association on April 3rd, when there were 
present Dr. Joseph Groves, Chairman; Mr. Andrew Clark, 
Chairman of Council ; Dr. Edgar Barnes, Dr. A Newsholme. 
Dr. A. E. Cope attended at the request of the Chairman. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read frem Mr. 
W. Jones Morris and Dr. D. Walshe. 


Vaccination. 
The following questions submitted to the Association of 
Public Vaccinators in accordance with minute of this Com- 
mittee dated July 8th, 1902, together with the précis of replies 
tabulated by Dr. Cope, were then considered :—_ 
(Question 1.—Is at in your opinion highly desirable that the 
Public Vaccinator should be an Ufficer of the Guardians or other 
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Authority, and not merely a contractor; and should he hold 
office during the pleasure of Local Government Board or other 
central authority ? 

Of 386 replies to this question, all are in the affirmative 
on both points. 


Question 2.—Are the various Forms provided by the Local 
Government Board under the Vaccination Acts in your opinion 
satisfactory? If not, what alterations would you suggest ? 

Of the 386 replies, 143 consider the forms satisfactory ; 
243 suggest emendations or alterations. 

Of these 243, more than half suggest that :— 

Form A should contain parents’ name and date of birth. 

” ” 

a statement of number of inser- 
tions and vesicles. 
Other suggestions are :— 

Forms generally might be condensed and simplified in 
matter and in arrangement for convenience in filling 
up, e.g., by use of phrase ‘‘ herein described child.” 
ew Forms suggested for :— 

(1.) Notifying parent of postponement. 

(2.) Certifying successful revaccination. 

(3.) Register of postponed cases. 

(4.) Certifying unsuccessful vaccinations, and calling 
attention to need for operation to be repeated. 

Form A.—More _— use of red ink in emphasizing 
points. 

Form B.—P.V. should be able to postpone for more 
than 2 months, and postponement on account 
of illness of mother or nurse (sepsis, etc.) 
should be admitted. 

Form D.—Should provide for interval between successive 
trials of at least a month; if form is not 
abolished. 

Form E.—Should have provision for vaccinator’s address 
and for source of Jymph. 

Form G.—As postcard, or in other form, should be given 
to every person registering a birth; and 
should have space for age. 

Form H.—Should have columns for parents’ name; should 
be ae in duplicate, one to be retained 
by P.V., other returned to V.O. 

Form I.—Is strongly objected to by many, who suggest :— 

(1.) That V.O. should make the offer first. 

(2.) That the offer should be an offer to vaccinate or 

postpone. . 

(3.) That no reference should be made to such other 

lymph, ete. 

(4.) That postage should be prepaid. 

(5.) That the carbon paper variety works badly. 

(6.) That the vaccination should be stated to be “ free 

of charge.” 

(7.) That postcards would be more satisfactory. 

Question 3.—Is there, to your personal knowledge, any consider- 
able number of imperfect vaccinations performed in your district ? 

240 report ‘* Yes.” 
32 ‘*Some,” or Not many.” 


Question 4.— What are your objections to the proposal that all 
registered practitioners should be de facto Public Vaccinators, and 
entitled to charge their vaccinations to the rates (or Guardians) ? 

One or two of the following are mentioned by many : 

(a) That there will be a great increase in the expense of 
vaccination, as private vaccination will become almost 
extinct, and nearly_every one will be vaccinated at the 

ublic expense. 

(5) That there will be great difficulty in obtaining efficient 
inspection by the Government Inspector (now only 
every two years). 

(c) That the cost of administration will be enormously 
increased. 

(d) That there will be a difficulty in the supply of lymph, 

' and in keeping correct records of its use. 

(e) That the standard of vaccination will be lowered, as 
so many private practitioners have been teaching the 
public that one mark is sufficient. 

(f) That it will do away entirely with the domiciliary visit, 
which was the leading feature of the last Act, and make 
the sending of the H. List an impossibility. 

(g) That the existing legal machinery for enforcing the 
Vaccination Acts, dependent on the Public Vaccinator’s 
visit and offer to vaccinate, would need complete recon- 
struction. 
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Several report no objection if only general practiti 
be got to vaccinate up to standard. 7 ” oner can 

Most look on this, however, as impossible, and contemplate 
a downward competition to reduce scar area. 

Friction between neighbouring practitioners would be 

reater. 
. Men of standing would object to supervision, and People to 
inspection. 

Specialization in vaccination as desirable as in other direg. 
tions, but in danger of destruction if all can vaecinate ag 
Public Vaccinator. 

Far better to widen areas of Public Vaccinators and debay 
from competitive practice. 

Present plan is a working success ; proposed is complex ang 
dislocating. 

Present system should have a longer experimental trial 
five years too short to realize full effect of domiciliary vaccing. 
tion and glycerinated calf lymph. 

‘‘My salary as District Medical Officer was reduced 25 per 
cent. when I was appointed Public Vaccinator; now domi. 
ciliary vaccination has destroyed my private practice, which 
can’t be regained from younger men. Touting would be 
certain, men would make small marks, neglect removals and 
postponements ” (Liverpool). 

‘* Would the change make men more conscientious ?” 

Why not make all practitioners factory surgeons, medical 
officers of health, and district medical oflicers ?” 

‘*How could accounts be checked ?” 

Question 5 —(a.) What do you think of the utility of the 
Exemption Clause in the Act of 1898? (b.) Have any consider- 
able portion of the antivaccinist population availed themselves 0 
it? (e¢.) Should it be abolished in any fresh legislation, or 
should exemption be deferred to school age * 


(a.) Useful __... | 
Useless 112 | 184 

(c.) Abolish ... 168) 
Abolish or defer... 
Defer 67 +3 5 
Retain __... 

Raunds, Northants.—80 per cent of registered births 
exempted. 


Rochdale.—Real conscientious objectors rare, but 900 certi- 
ficates one night ; many vaccinated since. One man brought 
certificate of exemption to vaccination officer for a chiid, 
2 years old, which had been vaccinated a year before, but he 
had forgotten. 

Maidstone.—1o per cent. Absurd to give a man a conscience 
up to four months, and refuse plea when raised in answer to 
summons. 

Gloucester.—4o per cent. of births. 

Many look on clause as an excellent safety, valve and 
martyr destroyer. 

Most think clause should be more clearly defined, and 
should be more equally administered, as well as less easy of 
employment. 


not strong enough to prosecute. _ ; ’ 
In London, removal to another district is easier than claim- 
ing exemption. 


Palmer, Mansfield, Notts, ‘‘ Absolutely wrong in theory, yet 
permissible in practice on ground of policy.” k 

The general impression among the most important Public 
Vaccinators appears to be that the clause is of service, but 
should be redrafted. 

Question 6.—Do you approve of this regulation of Local 
Government Board that no primarg vaccination of persons under 
14 years may be done by Public Vaccinator anywhere at places 
other than their own homes? Should the parents or guardians 
have the option of secking vaccination at the surgery of the 
Public Vaecinator if they so desire? In times of eprdeme 
small-pox, does the above regulation interfere with prompt vac 
cination in many cases ? 


Approve Not... 130 


35 think that ‘“‘serious epidemic” should determine the 
power of option; they approve the regulation except in su 


times., 


In many districts dead letter, because vaccination officer is 3 


General view of those favouring retention well stated by Dr. 
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1 suggests that there should be option after 6 months. (a) That Revaccination be made compulsory by law, and that it be 
‘ Se ‘5 » I year. performed between the ages of 10 and 13 years. 
2 years. (b) That both Primary Vaccination and Revaccination be subject to 
6 suggest “ ‘i a 4 Or 5 years. the same provisions for conscientious objection as in the present 


” ” 10 years. 
that the option should be at disposal of Public 


” 
” 


inator. 

Several object to ‘‘ vaccination at surgery”; some because 
hey have no surgery proper, others beeause the room is small 
and inconvenient ; and they suggest the employment of 
stations again for revaccinations, and in certain cases for 

rimary vaccination. 

Question 7.—In the case of schools, factories, and other places 
where people congregate together during the daytime only, in your 
gpinion, ought the Public Vaccinator of the district in whieh the 

me are situated to be allowed to vaccinate all so desiring, regard- 
less of where they reside ? 

Yes, 322. No, 48. 

8 yeses and 5 noes are qualified by *‘ epidemic.” 

A few suggest that all interested Public Vaccinators should 
attend at the factoriesand do thecases from theirown district. 
This course worked well in Hull with three Public Vaccinators. 
It would not work in London. 

Objection is raised on account of the inequality of rating 
charges Which would result if a poor district, containing a 
large factory, had to pay for vaccination of all the hands, who 
lived in aricher district, which contributed nothing to the 
cost. In London the Metropolitan Common Poor Fund makes 
this argument inapplicable. The question is mooted of 
spreading charge over large areas in the provinces. 

Question 8.—It ts in your experience that certain persons, to 
avoid the Vaccination Officer, habitually neglect to register the 
births of their children? 

No, 289. Yes, 49. Occasionally, 29. 

It is, however, stated by several that the giving of false 
addresses is a much more common thing than the failure to 
register. 

t is also stated that great difficulty is experienced in 
getting the Superintendent Registrars and Somerset House to 
prosecute, even though the cases are flagrant ones. 

Also that smallpox outbreaks have been traced, during the 
recent London epidemic, to children whose births had been 
unregistered to avoid vaccination. 

Question 9.—To what Authority should the administration of 
the Vaccination Acts be entrusted? (Guardians, Sanitary 
Authority, Local Government Board, or other central Authority? 


237 suggests L.G.B. 
64  £4xL.G.B.orC.A. 


3 L.G.B. ,, BH. 

I ” ” 
” ” ” 

9 ” ” 19 

16 ” ” ” S.A. 

8 C.A. 

2 H.O. 

I C.A. or B.H. 

3 B.H. 

3 C.C, 

2 a ©.C. or S.A 

S.A, 

12 
385 


The letters signify—Local Government Board, Central 


_ Authority, Home Office, Board of Health, County Council, 


Sanitary Authority, Guardians. 

The most interesting feature in this (Question 9) return is 
the practical unanimity with which aclaim is made for cen- 
tral administration, only 29 out of 385 omitting any reference 
to central authority. 

There is a strong feeling against leaving the public vaccina- 
tion in the hands of local authorities without a guarantee of 
fixity of tenure and opportunity of superannuation. With 
such a guarantee there appears to be very little matter what 
local authority is selected, except that the general impression 
is distinctly against transfer to the sanitary authorities, in 
the present condition of those authorities. 

The thanks of the Committee were given to Dr. A. E. Cope 
for his valuable assistance. 


The following recommendations forwarded by the 


turtlepools Division of the North of England Branch were 


Act, but that the procedure for exemption should be more 
strictly defined in any future legislation. 

(c) That the Vaccination Act should be administered directly by a 
Department of the Local Government Board. 

(d) That in future Vaccination legislation no certificate of successful 
vaccination should be accepted unless it contain a statement as 
to the number and area of the vesicles produced. 

(e) That all lymph shall be supplied by the Government, or by private 
establishments under Government supervision and guarantee. 

(f) That every private practitioner furnishing the Vaccination 
Authority with certificates of successtul and efficient Vaccina- 
tion, satisfying a standard fixed by the L.G.B., should receive a 
suitable fee for each such certificate. 

The Committee resolved to approve recommendations (a) 
to Cy, and to take no action with regard to recommenda- 
tion (f). 

The following resolution from the Border Counties Branch 
was read, and directed to be forwarded to the President of the 
Local Government Board: 

That this meeting of the Border Counties Branch of the British 
Medical Association is of opinion that the powers for dealing with con- 
tacts of small-pox and other infectious diseases conferred by the Public 
Health Acts are inadequate, and should be increased to the extent of 
giving power of control over the aovements of contacts, more especially 
those of the tramp class. 


Epidemie Grants to Public Elementary Day Schools. 

Dr. NEwsHOLME called attention to an article in the 
BritisH Mepican JOURNAL of April 4th, page 814, entitled 
‘‘The Epidemic Grants for Public Elementary Day Schools.” 

The Committee adopted the following resolutions on the 
motion of Dr. NEwsHOLME, seconded by Dr. EpGar BARnsgs : 

That this Committee views with apprehension the withdrawal by the 
Board of Education of Article 101* from the Provisional Code recently 
issued. This article, in districts where it has been efficiently worked, has 
been most advantageous to the public health, and in the opinion of this 
Committee its withdrawal will be detrimental in two directions, first by 
causing the return to school of children not completely convalescent 
from acute disease, and secondly by making it increasingly difficult to 
exclude from attendance at school children who, although in fair health, 
are still capable of spreading infectious disease, either because they have 
suffered from slight attacks or because,they have beer recently in contact 
with cases of disease. 

That it be recommended to the Council that representations to this 
effect be made to the Board of Education. 


Public Health Bill. 

The GENERAL SECRETARY reported that the Public Health Bill 
had been introduced into Parliament by Sir Francis Powell 
and read a first time. The Committee resolved : 

That the best thanks of this Committee be forwarded to Sir Francis 
Powell, M.P., for his continued interest in forwarding the Public Health 
Bill (1903) in the House of Commons. 


Deputation to President of the Local Government Board. 

The GENERAL SECRETARY reported that in accordance with 
instructions from the Council he had applied to the President 
of the Local Government Board asking him to receive a depu- 
tation from the Association to bring before his notice certain - 
recommendations regarding future vaccination legislation and 
urge the necessity for security of tenure of office for medical 
officers of health. 


ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE. 


Art meeting of the Organization was held at the Office of the 
Association on March 1oth, 1903, when there were present— 
Mr. T. Jenner Verrall (in the chair), Mr. Andrew Clark 
(Chairman of Council), Dr. E. Markham Skerritt (Treasurer), 
Mr. H. A. Ballance, Dr. 8S. Crawshaw, Mr. George Eastes, 
and Professor J. T. J. Morrison. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read from Dr. 
Calwell, Dr. McVail, and Dr. Roberts Thomson. 


Meetings of Divisions. 

The Organizing Secretary reported that since the last meet- 
ing of the Committee he had attended the first meetings of 
two Divisions, namely, East Norfolk and Norwich City. At 
each meeting the Model Rules prepared by the Committee 
were carefully considered and adoptedj without substantial 
modification. 
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Grouping of Branches. 

The grouping of Branches for the purpose of electing mem- 
bers of Council, referred to the Committee by the Council, 
was considered, and a series of recommendations made. 


Standing Orders. 
The Chairman and Secretary were requested to prepare 
draft standing orders for the annual representative meeting. 


A further meeting of the Organization Committee was held 
at the office of the Association, 429, Strand, W.C., on Tuesday, 
April 7th, 1903, when there were present Mr. T. Jenner 
Verrall, in the chair; Mr. Andrew Clark, Chairman of 
Council; Dr. E. Markham Skerritt, Treasurer; Mr. H. A. 
Ballance, Mr. George Eastes, Professor J. T. J. Morrison. 

Letters of apology for non attendance were read from Dr. W. 
Calwell, Dr. J. C. MeVail, and Dr. J. Roberts Thomson. 


Meetings of Divisions. 

_ The Organizing Secretary reported having attended the 
inaugural meetings of the Newcastle and Cleveland Divisions 
on the 2nd and 3rd instant respectively, and that each Divi- 
sion adopted the Model Rules prepared by the Committee 
without substantial modification. At the meeting of the 
Cleveland Division the Organizing Secretary had been asked 
whether, in his opinion, if the Middlesbrough and District 
Medical Society and the Durham County Medicai Union 
should be dissolved, the work now being done by those 
bodies could be as effectively carried on by the Divisions of 
the Association covering the same areas; and had replied 
that it depended on the medical men of the district. The 
organization of the Association, if fully employed, fitted 
the Divisions to do all the work of local medical societies 
as well as or better than purely local societies, and to do 
some work which no purely local society could attempt. 


Changes in Bcundaries. 

The Committee in exercise of the authority delegated to it 
by the Council, sanctioned on behalf of the Council the fol- 
lowing changes in boundaries of Divisions and Branches as to 
which it had evidence which satisfied it that there was agree- 
ment among those locally concerned : 

(1) That Stourbridge should be included in the Bromsgrove 
Division of the Birmingham and Midland Counties Branch 
instead of as heretofore in the Worcester Division of the 
Worcester and Hereford Branch. 

(2) That the Tyneside and Tynemouth Divisions be 
amalgamated to form one Division known as the Tyneside 
Division. 

(3) That Walker-on-Tyne be included henceforth in the 
Newcastle Division instead of in the Tyneside Division. 

() That the Elginand Inverness Divisions be amalgamated, 
and that the Northern Counties of Scotland Branch hence- 
forth consist of one Division. 

(5) That Newburgh-on-Tay be included in the area of the 
Perth Branch. 

The following changes of names desired by Branches and 
Divisions have been approved: 

(1) That the Birmingham Division be named the Central 
Division of the Birmingham Branch, the Warwick Division, 
the Warwick and Leamington Division and the Tamworth 
Division, the Nuneaton and Tamworth Division. 

(2) That the Divisions of the Staffordshire Branch be named 
North, Mid. and South Staffordshire respectively, instead of 
Stoke, Stafford, and Wolverhampton. 

(3) That the Norwich City Division be called the Norwich 
Division. 

(4) That the South East Hants Division be called the 
Salisbury Division. 

(5) That the Berwick, Selkirk, Peebles and Roxburgh 
Division of the Edinburgh Branch be called the South- 
Eastern Counties Division. 


Grouping of Branches. 
The provisional scheme for the grouping of Branches for 
lection of members of Council was further considered, and 
directed to be sent as a recommendation to the Council. 


_ Rules of Branches and Divisions. 
The Chairman and Secretury were appointed a subcom- 
mittee to examine the various rules of Branches and Divisions 


COLONIAL COMMITTEF, 


referred to the Committee by the Council, and to ascertain 
whether any provisions thereof are contrary to the Articles 
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and By-laws of the Association. The Committee further 
solved that the Council should be recommended to ap = 
the rules unless such provisions were found. Prove 


COLONIAL COMMITTEE. 


A MEETING Of the Colonial Committee was held at the office 
of the Association on April 7th, 1903, when there were pre. 
sent: Mr. Edmund Owen, and afterwards Mr. Andrew Clark 
the Chairman of Council, in the chair; Mr. James Cantlie’ 
Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel E. F. Drake-Brockman’ 
Dr. Joseph Groves, Sir Francis Lovell, C.M.G., Dr. , G. 


Drummond Morier. 
Election of Chairman. 

The CuarrMAN oF CounciL reported that the Council hag 
passed the following resolution : 

That the attention of the Colonial Committee be directed to By-law 4o, 
namely : 

‘*Each Standing Committee shall ‘appoint from its own number a mem. 
ber of Council as Chairman.” 

On the motion of Dr. Groves, seconded by Brigade-Surgeon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Drakk- Brockman, it was resolved: 

That the Chairman of Council be appointed Chairman of the Committee, 
vice Mr. Edmund Owen, who is precluded from acting as Chairman 
reason of not being a member of the Council as required by By-law 4o, 


Election of Medical Officers, R.N. 

A letter was read from an officer of the Medical Department, 
R.N., drawing attention to the difliculty of obtaining two 
signatures to the form of application for membership, and 
suggesting that oflicers on the active list should be allowed to 
make personal application without approving signatures. 

On the motion of Dr. Morter, seconded by Mr. Canrttir, it 
was resolved : 

1. That all officers on the active list of His Majesty’s Forces be eligible 
for election through the Council without approving signatures as laid 
down in By-law 3. 

2. That it be recommended tothe Council to bring this matter before 
the Representative Meeting. 


Grouping of Colonial Branches. 

The question of grouping the Colonial Branches with a 
view to representation on the Council of the Association was 
then considered, and on the motion of Mr. Epmonp Owen, 
seconded by Dr. Mortkrr, it was resolved ; 

That the Chairman of the Colonial Committee Sir Francis Lovell, Mr. 
J. Cantlie, Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel E. F. Drake-Brockman, 
and Dr. Morier be appointed a Subcommittee to prepare for this Com- 
mittee a scheme of grouping, with a view to representation on the 
Council, preparatory for adoption by the Council. 

On the motion of Dr. Groves, seconded by Mr. CAnrtuix, it 
was resolved : 

That it be recommended that for the year 1903-4 the Council accept the 
representatives of those Branches making a return. 


PREMISES AND LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


MeeETINGs of the Premises and Library Committee for the 
consideration of the proposed alterations in the premises of 
the Association, were held on February 26th and March 26th. 
The following were present on both occasions: Mr. Andrew 
Clark (Chairman of Council) in the chair, Dr. E. Markham 
Skerritt (Treasurer), Mr. J. Ward Cousins, Dr. Bruce Goff, 
Dr. Holman, Mr. N. C. Macnamara, Dr. C. Parsons, and Dr 
F. M. Pope. The architect also attended. 

After considering the plans and reports, the Committe 
resolved that it could only recommend such alterations 
the building as would provide the necessary office accomme 
dation for the clerical staff, and recommended a scheme fot 
the alteration of the ground floor to the Council for adoption. 
Briefly this scheme is to alter the general office so as to give 
sufficient room to accommodate the clerical staff. The number 
of the general office staff is now 21, and will probably have tobe 
increased. To secure the additional space it is proposed t 
throw the Secretary’s room into the general office (when he 
would have an office in the S.W. corner), to remove the exist 
ing strong rooms and cupboards by gutting the office, catty: 
ing the upper floors on steel piers and girders. 

A further meeting of the Committee was held on April 
2ist, when there were present Mr. Andrew Clark (Chairmal 
of Council), Mr. J. Ward Cousins, Dr. Bruce Goff, 
Dr. Holman. 
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ETHICAL COMMITTEE. 


SUPPLEMENT T 


THE 


the Librarian’s report stated that there had been 1,441 
ttendances in the Library during the three months ending 
. ch 318, being 318 in excess of those for the corresponding 

iod of Jast year. The report acknowledged also the receipt 
prigomne of the early issues of the Provincial Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 1840, which are extremely scarce. 


ETHICAL COMMITTEE. 


Augetine of the Ethical Committee was held at the office of 
the Association on March 18th, when there were present: 
Professor R. Saundby, in the chair, Mr. Andrew Clark, Chair- 
man of Council, Dr. J. Barr, Dr. A.G. Bateman, Dr. W. A. 
Blliston, Dr. E. Jepson, Mr. R. H. Kinsey. 


Trade Announcements. 

The SECRETARY reported having written, in pursuance 
of the instruction received by him at the last meeting 
of the Committee, to four practitioners whose names 
had appeared in trade advertisements issued to the general 

ublic, that in two cases steps had at once been taken to 
Figcontinue such advertisements, and that in one case 
the practitioner written to was abroad, and his solicitors 
stated that the matter would be referred to him on his return, 
and in the fourth case no reply had yet been received. 

Correspondence which had taken place between a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians of London and the manager 
ofa drug stores with reference to the publication of a Fellow’s 
name in a list of London consultants, contained in a price 
list issued by the stores, was read. 

The manager had undertaken to comply with the request 
that the name of the Fellow should not in future appear on 
the list. 

It was resolved that the Organizing Secretary be instructed 
to write to each practitioner whose name appears in the list of 
London consultants contained in the price list of the drug 
stores in question, suggesting that he take action to have his 
pame removed therefrom. 


Advertisements of Bathing or Hydropathic Establishments. 

The Committee having considered a case in which in cards 
and in the local visitors lists, the name, qualifications, con- 
sulting hours, and fees of the physician to certain baths had 
been given adopted the following resolution : 

That the Committee strongly condemns the advertisement of any 
medical practitioner in connexion with a bathing or hydropathic 
establishment, but is glad to find that the physician concerned has 
decided to withdraw his name from such advertising as have been 
published in the past. The Committee does not consider that the course 
suggested that the name alone should appear of the consulting physician 
would be ethically correct, ‘but regards any advertising whatever in 
this connexion as objectionable. 


Hospital Notices. 

A case in which an advertisement appeared in a provincial 
paper giving the name of the surgeon for the week at the local 
cottage hospital, with a statement as to his private consulting 
hours, was considered, and the Committee adopted the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

That the Committee is of opinion that the advertising in local news- 
papers of the physician or surgeon of a hospital on duty for the week, or 
any systematic advertisement in newspapers of the names of the staff and 
their days of attendance is open to grave objection, and instructs the 
Secretary to write to any member of the profession whose name may so 
appear, requesting him to take steps to have the practice discontinued. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON FEES TO MEDICAL 
WITNESSES. 


AMEETING of the Joint Committee on Fees to Medical Wit- 
nesses was held at the offices of the Association on January 
27th, 1903, when there were present: Mr. H. Nelson Hardy in 
the chair pro tem., Dr. Major Greenwood, and Dr. J. Murphy. 


Constitulion of Committee. 
The Committee consists of the Chairman of Council, Dr. 
ajor Greenwood, and Dr. James Murphy, representing the 
British Medical Association; and Mr. H. Nelson Hardy, Dr. 
ing Houchin, and Mr. H. W. Roberts, representing the 
United Kingdom Police Surgeons’ Association. 


Chairman. 
On the motion of Mr. Netson Harpy, secunded by Dr. 


received elsewhere to reside. The Commissioners in Lunacy 


Mvcrpay, the Chairman of Council was elected Chairman for 
the ensuing twelve months. 


Departmental Committee. 

Mr. Netson Harpy reported as to the evidence he had 
given on the question of fees to medical witnesses before the 
Departmental Committee. It was decided that pending the 
issue of the Report of the Departmental Committee no further 
action be taken. 


JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION AND MEDICO-PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


A MEETING of the Joint Committee of the British Medical 
Association and Medico-Psychological Association was held at 
the office of the Association, on February 23rd, 1903, when the 
following members were present: Mr. Andrew Ulark, Chair- 
man of Council, in thechair; Dr. T. D. Griffiths, President- 
elect ; Dr. Fletcher Beach, Dr. W. Douglas, Dr. C. A. Mercier, 
Mr. H. Hayes Newington, Dr. G. H.Savage, Dr. G. E. Shuttle- 
worth, Dr. Perey Smith, Dr. J. B. Spence, Dr. Ernest W. 


White. 
Difficulties in the Lunacy Act. 

In reference to the resolution of the last meeting appointing 
a Subcommittee to draw up a statement regarding certain 
difficulties now existing in the Lunacy Act, the following 
report was drafted by the Subcommittee, and, after emenda- 
tion, was adopted as follows and directed to be forwarded to 
the Lord Chancellor, together with a copy of the correspond- 
ence between the General Secretary and the Lunacy Commis- 
sioners : 

Memorandum. 

The Joint Committee desires to draw the attention of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor to certain difficulties 
which have arisen in the construction and application of the 
Lunacy Acts now in force, especially with regard to the recep- 
tion of persons not certifiably of unsound mind into private 
unlicensed houses for the purposes of board, lodging, and 
possible treatment. 

The Medical Certificate requires a statement on the part of 
the certifier that a patient is first a lunatic, idiot, or person 
of unsound mind, and secondly, a fitand proper person to be de- 
tained under care and treatment. It would appear that two 
separate propositions are involved in the making of the certi- 
ficate, namely, unsoundness of mind and fitness for detention. 
Otherwise, it would follow that every person of unsound mind 
is a person fit to be detained. That this is not so is 
indicated, it is submitted, by the following considerations : 

(a)—Judges of the High Court have laid down this doctrine. 

For instance, ‘‘it is not any mere harmless delusion or 
eccentricity which requires a person to be confined in 
an asylum. It is not even every delusion which in- 
capacitates from making a will or a contract, much less 
to require confinement. The statute requires not onl 
that the party is unsound in mind, but in a state whic 
requires detention, and therefore the Court sets aside the 
nonsuit and orders a new trial.” (Manisty and Williams, 
JJ. QB., Weldon v. Winslow, 1884, Times Law Report.) 
(s)—Toe Lunacy Act (Sections cv and cv1) contemplates 
the distinction between the two conditions in that it 
provides for the resumption of liberty on the part of a 
lunatic who is not capable of managing his own affairs. 

(c)—Further medical experience proves that there are per- 

sons not of sound mind who cannot, in justice to them- 
selves, be certified as fit for detention, for example, per- 
sons who from want of comple mental development are 
apt to be troublesome at home and an annoyance to their 
relatives, who could live in comfort and with advantage 
to themselves in the house of a stranger; persons who 
have been discharged from institutions ‘‘ relieved” only 
and not recovered, as no longer needing detention ; 
persons, or many of them, who come within the provi- 
sions of Section cxvi (d) of the Lunacy Act. 

It appears, therefore, that there is this necessity for the two 
separate conditions being found in a person before he can be 
certified as of unsound mind, and a fit and proper person to 
be detained under care and treatment. It is submitted that 
many persons of the classes mentioned above are placed in a 
difficult and prejudicial position, seeing that if they have no 
home or no home suitable to their requirements, they cannot, 
under the exis‘izg provisions of the Lunacy Acts, be legally 
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have recently stated in answer to an inquiry made by this 
Committee, that they would regard the receiver for payment 
of such a person as liable to prosecution, and this they would 
be bound to undertake. 

Section cocxv makes it a misdemeanour if any person “ for 
payment takes charge of, receives to board or lodge, or detains 
a lunatic or alleged lunatic in an unlicensed house.” 

It is suggested, therefore, that certain persons of unsound 
mind are totally unprovided for, unless they happen to be 
able to live at home or elsewhere without payment being 
made, for residence with a relative has been held to bea 
breach of the law if accompanied by a payment, however 
inadequate. 

In the consideration of fitness for detention the margin of 
doubt is sometimes a narrow one, and the risk of a prosecu- 
tion deters persons from receiving people of unsound mind, 
however slight the aberration may be. Accommodation for 
such cases is therefore unduly restricted. Further, the neces- 
sity for making some arrangements for them may lead, since 
certification affords the only method known to the law, to the 
doubt being resolved against a particular person, and in 
consequence he may be certified. Since certification involves 
personal responsibility on the part of the receiver, it is certain 
that the same amount of freedom cannot be accorded to the 
— person as would be his right in the absence of certi- 

cates. 

It would appear, therefore, thet some alteration of the law, 
in respect of such cases, is desirable, and such alteration 
would appropriately be afforded by the provision of a system 
of voluntary residence in unlicensed houses, under sufiicient 
safeguards, parallel to that which now enables voluntary 
boarders to be received into certain institutions for the insane. 
The condition of reception and residence would naturally be 
a knowledge on the part of the boarder that he had freedom 
to depart when he so wished. 

It is submitted that alteration such as the above would tend 
to restrict breaches of the law, since it would take away all 
ground for excuse from those who may now be disposed to 
receive doubtful cases without certificates and report to the 
Commissioners. As some sort of notification would un- 
doubtedly be required, if the Committee’s suggestion were 
adopted, a greater number of cases would be brought within 
official cognizance. 

The Committee desires to point out that in giving a choice 
of terms (‘“‘lunatic” and ‘‘a person of unsound mind”) a 
medical certificate appears to invite an opinion that there is 
a distinction between them. The definition of the word 
‘‘lunatic” in Clause 341 is that it means ‘‘a person of un- 
sound mind.” One term or the other is therefore redundant, 
and it is suggested that the former be omitted from the 
certificate. Indeed, the Committee is firmly of the opinion 
that the use of the term “lunatic,” though it cannot be 
entirely abolished, should be minimized to the utmost, and 
should disappear from all documents such as Orders for 
Reception, Petitions, Statements, Certificates, Affidavits, 
ete., which may come under the observation of the relatives 
of a patient or of the patient himself. It is certain that its 
use frequently causes annoyance to both parties. In the case 
of the former, experience shows that it does deter some from 
lara arelative under care, while as to the latter it is very 

righly painful and prejudicial to know that such a term had 
been applied to them. 

It is also hoped that the voluntary boarder system in vogue 
in registered hospitals and licensed houses, which has proved 
of _ benefit to the community, will be extended to county 
and borough asylums for both private and rate-paid-for 
patients. 

[A copy of the report has been forwarded to the Lord Chan- 
cellor and acknowledged by him. In response to a request 
from the Commissioners in Lunacy, copies have also been 
supplied for their consideration. ] 


Reports of Branch Meetings. 


BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH. 
THE fifth ordinary meeting of the session was held at the 
Medical Library, Un versity College, Bristol, on Wednesday, 
March 25th, Dr. H. Watpo, President, in the chair. 
Thirty-three members present. The proposed new rules for 
the Branch were considered and passed uhanjmously. 
[The scientific proceedings were published at p. 793. ] 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND COUNTIES BRANOH) 
TuHeE sixth ordinary meeting of the session was held in th 
Birmingham Medical Institute on March 12th, Dr, H, Mat , 
President, in the chair. Forty-two members were present, ’ 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the preyig 
meeting were read, confirmed, and signed. us 

Report to the Council of the Association.—A draft report 
prescribed in By-law,8 of the new Constitution wag pe 
mitted, with the recommendation of the Branch Coungj] and 
it was resolved : 

That the report be adopted and forwarded to the Council of the Asso. 
ciation. 

[The scientific part of the proceedings was published a 


Pp. 790.] 


BRITISH GUIANA BRANCH. 

A SPECIAL meeting of this Branch was held at the Public 
Hospital, Georgetown, on February 28th The following 
members were present: The Hon. Sir David P. Ross, Surgeop. 
General; Drs. Edmonds, Conyers, Wishart, J. M. de Freitag 
Hodgson, Wharton, Downer, and (. B. de Freitas, Hon! 
Secretary. Sir Davip Ross was voted to the chair, and ex. 
plained the business of the meeting. 

Election of Officers—The following office - bearers were 
elected for the current year: President: Dr. J. H. Conyers, 
Vice-Presidents: Dr. W. de W. Wishart and Dr. J. M, de 
Freitas. Council: Sir David Palmer Ross, M.D., Dr. F, R 
Edmonds, Dr. O. Dunscombe-Honiball, and Dr. J. ©, P, 
Widdup. Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Dr. (). B. de Freitas, 

[The scientific part of the proceedings was published 


at p. 794.] 


CEYLON BRANCH. 
THE first meeting of the year was held on Saturday, January 
24th, when Dr. T. I. Garvin, the President, took the chair, 
and twenty-two members were present. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed, and it was decided thata 
letter should be printed and circulated regarding the new 
subscriptions. 

New Members.—The following were elected members of the 
Branch: Dr. J. A. H. Vanderwert, Dr. W. Marshall Philip, 
and Dr. Hugh de Mel. 


New Rules.—It was decided that new rules for the Branch. 


in accordance with the new rules of the Association be formed 
by the Council. 

President's Address.—The delivered his inaugural 
address, an abstract of which was published at p. 856, 

Vote of Thanks.—After the address a vote of thanks was 
proposed by Dr. W. G. Van Dort, seconded by Dr. E.N, 
SCHOKMAN, and carried unanimously. 


DORSET AND WEST HANTS BRANCH. 

A MEETING Of this Branch was held at Poole on March sth, 
under the presidency of Mr. A. G.S. ManomEpb. Twenty-three 
members were present. The meeting was called to consider 
(1) the desirability of Divisions of the Branch ; (2) their area. 
—The Presi1pDENT ruled that the question of Divisions having 
been decided by the Council of the Association should not be 
discussed. 

Delimitation of Bournemouth Division —Dr. JAMES DAvIso¥ 
formally moved, and Dr. Ramsay formally seconded : 

That the Bournemouth Division should comprise that portion of the 
Branch territory which is included in a line drawn north from the west 
side of Poole to and including Cranborne, and through and including 
Wimborne. 

Dr. MacDonatp moved and Dr. WuirtinapaLE seconded 
the following amendment: 

That whereas the proposed Divisions would give the Bournemouth 

Division two-thirds of the members of the Branch and the West Dorset 
but one third, the Divisions shall consist of the county of Dorset for the 
ove (Branksome excepted), and West Hants, with the addition of Brank- 
some, for the other, which would give practically an equal number of 
members to each Division. 
A discussion ensued, in which Dr. Moornegap, Mr. PARKIN 
son, Dr. Masters, Dr. Snow, Dr. Ramsay, Dr. Lys, Mr 
TuRNER, and Mr. Du Bovtay took part. Ona division 10 
voted for the amendment and 11 against. On the resolution 
being put as a substantive motion, 10 voted for it and 9 
against, 
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DUNDEE AND DISTRICT BRANCH. 
quz Branch met in University College, Dundee, on March 
gnd, Dr. J. A. Dewar, Arbroath, President, in the chair. 


Resolution.—1t was resolved : 

That in view of the guarantee of January 22nd, 1903, given by Dr. Robert 
Miller, 20 further action be taken in the meantime, That the guarantee 
pe included:in the report for insertion in the BriTisH MRDICAL JOURNAL. 
The following is the guarantee : 

80, Nethergate, Dundee, 
January 22nd, 1903. 

Iregret that my recent announcement of removal. in tue daily’papers, 
was not in accordance with the custom of the profession, and I now 
apologize for its publication. 

The intention on my part in distributing circulars was to combat the 
abuse of medical charity, but I undertake that I will not in future, either 
jn my own name or under any other designation, issue, in the news- 
papers, or by circular or otherwise, any advertisement of my own practice. 

I have now ceased to administer anaesthetics for unqualified dental 
practitioners, and undertake not to resuime the practice. 

(Signed) ROBERT MILLER. 

Adoption of By-laws.—By-laws for the Branch were adopted 
and ordered to be submitted to the Council of the Association 
for approval. 

Amendment of By-law.—A resolution was adopted the terms 
of which were printed among the notices of motion for dis- 

cussion by the Annual Representative Meeting in the BritisH 
MepicaL JOURNAL of April 25th, p. 994. 


; EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH. 
THE spring meeting of this Branch was held at Wymondham 
on March 26th, about thirty members being present. Mr. 
W. E. Wyttys, President, occupied the chair. 


Councit MEETING. 

New Members.—At the Council meeting the following 
gentlemen were elected members: Richard Alliott, B.A., 
Oxon., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Weathersfield, Essex; Sidney 
Bree, M.B.Lond., M.R.C.S., Manningtree, Essex; Edward 
L. Martin, M.B., B.S., M.R.C.S., Chelmsford, Essex ; Sheffield 
Neave, M.R.C.S., M.R.C.P., Ingatestone, Essex; F. N. Day, 
B.A., M.B., B C., Harlow, Fssex; T. W. S. Paterson, M.A., 
M.B.Cantab., Colchester, Essex; Arthur John Cleveland, 
M.D.Lond., M R.C.P., Norwich, Norfolk; J. B. Gillam, M.B., 
B.C.Cantab., Holt, Norfolk; Arthur Heath, M.D., F.R.C.s., 
Norwich, Norfolk; William Leith. M.B., C.M., Norwich, 
Norfolk; George B. Pearson, L &.C.P. and 8., Diss, Norfolk; 
A. M. Ross, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Norwich, Norfolk; L. Edgar 
Whitaker, M.R.C.S.. L.R.C.P., Diss, Norfolk. 

Future Meetings.—[t was decided to hold the general meeting 
at Chelmsford on Thursday, June 11th, and the autumn meet- 
ing at Sudbury early in September, and to invite the Cam- 
bridge and Huntingdon Branch to a joint meeting at the 
latter place. 

Disposal of Balance.—It was decided that the balance in 
hand belonging to the old Branch should be retained and 
ased under special circumstances approved by the Council. 

Special Council Meeting.—lt was agreed to hold a special 
Council meeting at Norwich on May 12th for the election of 
candidates and the consideration of ‘‘ Ethical Rules.” 
Combination of Divisions.—1t was decided that the following 
divisions should combine for represention: Essex, the Mid 
and Southern Divisions ; Suffolk. the Western and Southern 
Divisions; Norfolk, the Mid Norfolk and the Norwich 
Divisions, the Northern Division of Suffolk and the Eastern 
Division of Norfolk. Nodecision was arrived at regarding the 
Western Division of Norfolk. 


GENERAL MEETING. 

Model Rules.—Model rules for the management of the 
Branch were considered. Rule 4. It was proposed by Dr. 
Epcar Barnes, and carried nem. con. :— 

The officers of this Branch shall be a‘President, President-elect, three 
Vice-Presidents, three Secretaries,:;one of whom shall act as General 
Secretary and Treasurer. Tle President ‘shall be elected annually from 
among those members of the Branch who have not held the said office 
during the previous five years. The President on retiring from office 
shall become a. Vice-President for the term of three years next ensuing. 
Rule 6. Proposed by Dr. Barnxs, and carried nem. con. :— 

The number of members of the Branch Council annually elected by the 
several Divisions shall: be as follows: One for each Division and one 
additional representative for each division containing fifty or more 
members, The quorum of the Branch Council shall be five. 

12, A special meeting may be convened by a requisition signed by 
twenty members of the Branch, 


It was proposed by Mr. Haynes Rosinson, seconded by Dr. 
BEVERLEY, and carried mem. con. :— 
That the rules be adopted with the alterations as above. 

Visit to Wymondham Church, ete.—The members lunched 
together at the Green Dragon Hotel. Afternoon tea was 
kindly provided by Mr. David Hughes, of Wymondham. 
The Rev. the Hon. Arch. Parker showed the members 
over Wymondham Church, which is undergoing restoration. 
Messrs. Down Brothers gave an excellent display of surgical 
———— and appliances. The meeting was a most enjoy 
able one. 

[The scientific proceedings were published on p. 856.] 


DIVISION OF EDINBURGH BRANCH. 

A MEETING of members of the British Medical Association 
resident in the counties of Roxburgh, Berwick, Selkirk, and 
Peebles was held in the King’s Arms Hotel, Melrose, on 
Friday, April 1oth, at 3 30 p.m., in order to form a Division 
of the Edinburgh: Branch, to elect office-bearers, and to con- 
sider the ‘‘ model rules for a Division which is not in itself a 
Branch.” There were present Drs. Blair, Johnstone, Cullen, 
Young, Hamilton, Somerville, Wade, and Calvert. Dr. 
Norman Walker, one of the Honorary Secretaries of the 
Edinburgh Branch, attended in order to advise as to the 
organization. Dr. Buiarr was called to the chair. 

odel Rules.—‘‘ The model rules suggested for adoption by 
a Division which is not in itself a Branch” were then 
considered. 

South-Eastern Counties Division of Edinburgh Branch.—It 
was agreed that the area shall include the counties of Rox- 
burgh, Berwick, Selkirk, and Peebles, and shall be known as 
Counties Division of the Edinburgh 

ranch.” 

Executive Committee.—In regard to the Executive Com- 
mittee, it was agreed that six other members be elected in 
addition to the five members who sit er officio. The Chairman 
is to be elected annually from among those members of the 
Division who have not held the office during the previous 
five years; this rule shall not become operative until after 
the annual meeting. In regard to the representatives of the 
Division in the Branch Council, any member who shall have 
served as such representative for three years consecutively 
shall be ineligible for re-election for one year. The six non- 
official members of the Executive Committee shall be 
ineligible for re-election for one year if they happen to have 
served fur three years consecutively. The quorum of the 
Executive Comwittee shall be three. Ordinary meetings of 
the Division shall be held twice yearly, and not less than 
seven days’ clear notice shall be given to each member. The 
annual meeting shall be held in May or June of each year. 
A special meeting of the Division may be convened at any 
time by the Executive Committee, and shall be convened 
within seven days from the receipt by the Secretary of a 
notice from the Central Council of the Association, or within 
seven days from the receipt of a requisition signed by ten 
members of the Division. Not less than three clear days’ 
notice shall be given of a special meeting. Otherwise the 
suggested model rules were approved. 

Ethical Rules.—It was agreed that the ethical rules lie on 
the table for further consideration. 

Election of Office-bearers._-Dr. Blair (Jedburgh) was unani- 
mously elected chairman: Dr. Carlyle Johnstone, of Rox- 
burgh District Asylum, Vice-Chairman; and Dr. Calvert 
(Melrose), Secretary and Treasurer. 

Executive Committee—On the motion of Dr. JOHNSTONE, 
seconded by Dr. Hamitton, Dr. Somerville (Galashiels) was 
elected Representative of Division in the Representative 
Meetings of the Association. Dr. Hamilton (Hawick) was 
elected Representative of the Division in the Branch Council. 
The other members elected to the Executive Committee were 
Drs. Young (Earlston), Cullen (St. Boswells), Gunn 
(Peebles), Rutherford (Kelso), Muir (Selkirk), and Henderson 
(Coldstream). 

A Standing Committee for Scotland.—Dr. SOMERVILLE gave 
notice of a motion, the terms ef which were printed in the 
British MepicaL JourNAL, April 25th, p. 994. The Honorary 
Secretary was instructed to get copies of the Articles and 
By-laws of the Association for the use of members of the 
Executive Committee. 

Annual Meeting of Division.—It was arranged that the 
Executive Committee meet in the Douglas Hotel, Galashiels, 
on Taesday, April 28th, at 3.30 o’clock, in order to arrange for 
the ae meeting of the Division to be held in May or June 
next. 
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FIFE BRANCH. 

Tue first meeting of this Branch was held at* Thornton on 
March 18th, when the following were elected office-bearers :— 
President: Robert Spencer, M.B. (Burntisland). President- 
elect: T. G. Nasmyth, M.D., D.Sc. (Cupar). Honorary Secre- 
tary and Treasurer: R. Balfour Graham, F.R.C.S.E., D.P.H. 
(Leven). Council: John Aitken, M.D. (Buckhaven), Wm. 
Craig, M.D. (Cowdenbeath), A. Lesslie Curror, M.B. (Kirk- 
ealdy), C. E. Douglas, M.D., F.R.C.S.E. (Cupar), H. D. Hay, 
M.B. (Leslie), D. Hamilton Kyle, M.B. (St. Andrews), James 
Morris, F.F.P.S.G. (Dumfermline). 

Draft Rules.— After some alterations the Draft Model Rules 
were adopted, and general approval was expressed of the 
Draft Model Ethical Rules. 


GRAHAMSTOWN AND EASTERN PROVINCE BRANCH. 
‘THE annual general meeting of this Branch was held at Stein- 
man’s Hotel, Grahamstown, on January 30th, Dr. GREENLEES 
(President) in the chair. Those present were Dr. Mitchell 
(Vice-President), Dr. Powell (Acting Secretary), Drs. 
Greathead, Drury, Bays, Fitzgerald, Purvis, Edington, 
Saunders. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

Branch Reports.—Dr. FitzGERatp proposed, and Dr. Bays 
seconded : 

That Dr. Greathead be asked to approach the Colonial Medical Council 
with a view to asking them to publish the Branch reports in the BRITISH 
MEDICAL JOURNAL instead of the Cape Times. 

—Carried. 

Delimitation of Eastern Province Branch.—It was proposed 
by Dr. FitzGERaxp, and seconded by Dr. Purvis: 

That the amount of territory embraced by the Eastern Province Branch 
be left in the hands of Dr. Greenlees and the incoming Secretary to 
arrange. 
—Carried. 

New Member.—Dr. Hawes, duly proposed and seconded, 
was unanimously elected a member of the British Medical 
Association. 

President's -Address.—Dr. ‘GREENLEES delivered his presi- 
dential address, entitled the History of Insanity. After some 
discussion on the paper, a resolution was passed thanking Dr. 
Greenlees for his address. and a motion was carried that the 
Secretary be instructed to forward a copy of the address to the 
Editor of the British Mepicat JouRNAL with a request that 
it be published. 

Election of Officers.—The following office-bearers were elected 
for the ensuing year :—President; Dr. Saunders. Vice-Presi- 
. dent: Dr. Mitchell. Secretaries: Drs. Powell and Hawes. 
Council: Local Members—Drs. Greenlees, Bays, and Purvis. 
County Members—Drs. Considine (Port Elizabeth), Dr. 
Robertson (Capetown), Dr. Conry (Fort Beaufort). 

Vote of Thanks to Rettring Secretary.—A vote of thanks to 
Dr. Grenfell, the outgoing Secretary, was carried unani- 
mously. 

Dinner.—-Previous to the meeting Dr. Greenlees enter- 
eee the members of the Branch to dinner at Steinman’s 

otel. 


LEINSTER BRANCH. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 
THE twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Leinster (late 
Dublin) Branch of the British Medical Association was held 
in the Royal College of Physicians, Kildare Street, Dublin, 
on Tuesday, April 14th, at 4.30 o’clock. 

Sir Cuartes BAtt, the President, occupied the 
chair. The attendance included Dr. Dawson Williams, 
Editor of the British Mepicat JourNnAL; Mr. J. Smith 
‘Whitaker, Organizing Secretary ; Sir Charles Cameron, C.B.; 
Sir William Thomson, C.B.; Sir John Moore, Dr. J. Magee 
Finny, Professor E. H. Bennett, Professor W. H. Thompson, 
Professor F. W. Kidd, Dr. James Craig, Dr. Josept Redmond, 
Drs. W. J. Thompson, C. F. Moore, A. H. Benson, W. Taylor, 
R. R. Leeper, Langford Symes, J. Mason, M. B. N.. McMahon, 
T. G. McGrath, R. A. C. Burnes, J. C. McWalter, S. M. Cowe, 
P. King Joyce, T. Cahill, W. G. Ternan, J. W. Boyce, A. F. 
Boyd, J. Agar Matson, A. Magennis, Elizabeth Beatty, T. D. 
Good, J. P. Doyle, R. J. Rowlette, Joseph Kenny (Granard), 
J. M. Tabuteau (Portarlington), T. J. O’Connor (Celbridge), 
E. T. Coady (Clare). 

Ballot.—The Cuarrman said the first business was for him 


to declare the ballot for officers of the Branch, and 

Drs. Leeper and Kenny scrutineers. pPointed 
Apologies for Non- Attendance —Professor Artuur H, Way 

Honorary Secretary, read apologies for non-attendance Pres. 


Sir George Duffey (founder of the Branch), Sir Philip Smyly 


Drs. C. J. Delahoyde, J. M. Reddington, H. G Day, & 
Glenny, E. Moran, J. J. McCarthy, Kathleen F. Lynn, 7’ 
O’Brien (Dundelk), C. J. O’Rorke (Crossakeel), R. H. 
Duckworth (Ballybrophy), George Hamill (Drogheda), 0 Pr 
Kerrigan (Castletown Geoghegan), R. N. Lyon (Lucan). W. A. 
Cooke (Lucan), R. G. O'Flaherty (Kingstown), J. T. Wighan 
(Monkstown) J. Roantree (Newbridge), J. S. Jameson (Grey. 
a" J. M. Stothard (Monkstown), J. Byrne Power (Kings. 
wn). 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last genera) 
meeting were read and signed. 

Annual Report.—Professor Wuitk, Hon. Sec., then read the 
twenty-sixth annual report of the Branch as follows: During 
the past year they held fifteen meetings and selected twenty 
new members of the Association. The membership of the 
Branch now stands at 330, as compared with 162 last year, 
This large increase is, of course, due to the alteration in the 
Constitution of the Association, by which every member of 
the Association, residing within the Branch area became a 
member of the Branch. The financial position of the Branch 
is satisfactory. The Branch area has been clearly defined 
and includes the whole province of Leinster, except the 
counties of Kilkenny and Carlow, and the extreme south-west 
corner of the county Wexford. Within ~ area it is pro- 
posed to form six Divisions. Your Council feels sure that 
the members of the Branch will join with them in congratu- 
lating the outgoing President, Sir Charles Ball, on the dig. 
tinction which has been conferred upon him during his term 
of office. Your Council regret to report that Sir John Moore 
has resigned his position as representative of the Branch on 
the General Council of the Association. Dr. Craig moved 
the adoption of the report. Dr.Symus seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Resignation of Sir J. W. Moore.—Dr. Kipp moved : 

That the members of this Branch have heard with much regret of the 

resignation of Sir John William Moore, after seven years’ service as re- 
presentative of the Branch on the Council of the Association, and hereby 
tender their best thanks for his valuable services during his years of 
office. 
It seemed rather hard that they should lose the services of 
Sir John William Moore, especially at the present time, when 
they were passing through what might be termed a crisis— 
the reorganization of the Association. He thought Sir Jobn 
Moore had borne the brunt of the battle, and at a sacrifice to 
his personal interests he had represented the Council at 
almost all the meetings held in London. It was the hearti- 
ness in which the duty was performed that they all recognized 
in passing this vote of thanks to Sir John William Moore. 
Dr. JosepH Repmonp seconded resolution, The 
CHAIRMAN, in putting the resolution, said that the Council 
of the Leinster Branch of the British Medical <Associa- 
tion would endorse everything that Dr. Kidd had said. Sir 
John Moore, since he had been the representative in London, 
had been practically the mainspring of the Branch here, and 
they always profited by the advice he brought back. There 
was only one thing which they could look forward to, and that 
was that he would have an able successor in Dr. Craig.—The 
motion was passed with acclamation-—Sir J. W. Moors, in 
reply, expressed his grateful acknowledgements for the reso 
lution, which had come upon him completely as a surprise. 

Election of Officers—The Cuatrman declared the result of 
the ballot, as tollows:—President: J. Magee Finny, M.D. 
President-Liect : Sir Philip Smyly, F.R.C.S. Vice-Presidents : 
J. F. O’Carroll, M.D., and Sir Thomas Myles. F.R.C.S. 
Representative on the Council of the Association: James Craig, 


M.D. Honorary Secretary and Treasurer : Professor White.— © 


Dr. J. Magee Finny then took the chair amidst applause. 
Vote of Thanks to Retiring President.—Sir J. W. Moore 
moved a vote of thanks to the outgoing President, Sir Charles 
Ball, for his universal courtesy and dignified conduct in the 
chair during his year of oftice. There were during the year an 
unusually large number of Council meetings, and notwith- 
standing the numerous calls upon his time Sir Charles was 
most punctual in his attendance. They all felt he was4 
strong man in the chair, and one on whose advice they could 
thoroughly rely. He might join in the chorus of congratula- 
tion on the well-deserved honour which had been conf 
upon their outgoing President. There could be no more 
werthy recipient of such an honour than Sir Charles Ball— 
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gir Witt1aM THomson seconded the motion, which was 
adopted with acclamation.—Sir Cuaries Batt thanked the 
meeting very sincerely for the kind way in which they had 
received the resolution proposed in flattering terms by his 


friend. Sir John William Moore. What he had done con- 


~ rasted very slightly with the great amount of work carried 


on for the benefit of the Association by the Secretary, Dr. 
Arthur White, who had been indefatigable in carrying out the 
reorganization. 
Presidential Address.—Dr. J. MAGEE FINNEY then delivered 
his presidential address which was cordially applauded. In 
the course of his address he gave a very clear and detailed 
account of some of the changes in the constitution of the 
Association, and referred to the amended By-laws rendered 
necessary by the alterations referred to. Speaking of the 
new committees formed under the constitution, he said that 
by the enormous influence of the Association on members of 
Parliament and public opinion there could be no doubt that 
anything undertaken by the Medico-Political Committee 
would be carried sooner or later to a successful issue. He 
instanced the happy results of the efforts of the Association, 
though extended over many years, in removing the 
jevances of the R.A.M.C., and he ventured to suggest 
t in Ireland the grievances of the Poor-law medical 
servants might receive the attention and support of 
that Committee. Continuing, he said that the grievances 
existed in the Poor-law Medical Service which should 
be remedied, and that hardships and disahilities were 
being endured by medical men in the daily discharge of their 
serious and harassing professional duties, to which they 
should not be exposed. Every right-minded man without or 
within the professicn must long to see such grievances re- 
moved. Not only did the Leinster Branch tender its sym- 
pathy to the medical officers of the Poor-law Service, but he 
could say, and was authorized to do so by his Council, that 
their Branch would be as ready in the future as it had been in 
the past to render every assistance in its power towards 
aiding in such reforms. Moreover, such a union of interests 
would not be a novel one as on several occasions deputations 
comprising representatives of the Poor-law Medical Serviee 
and Britis edical Association waited on the Government 
to urge their views, and in his own recollection, eleven years 
ago, when as President of the R.C.P.I. he went with the 
President of the R.C.S.I on a deputation to suppcert the 
claims of the medical officers for superannuation hefore the 
Vice-President of the Local Government Board. They were 
ably assisted by the then Editor of the British MrepicaL 
JouRNAL, Mr. Ernest Hart, who pressed their views in the 
strongest manner possible. Might it not be that this burning 
question, with which the Irish Medical Association was at pre- 
sent engaged, would be in the near future one of those problems 
which might justly be referred to this new Committee of the 
British Medical Association? He had little hesitation in 
prophesying that the united forces of the Associations, 
directed towards the one object, could not fail, and that soon, 
to break down the opposition of prejudice and ignorance and 
secure for medical men throughout Ireland the advantages 
they all wished them to obtain.—Dr. Dawson WIL.1AMs, in 
proposing a vote of thanks to the President for his address, 
referred to that portion of the address which dealt with the 
subject of the Poor-law Medical Service of Ireland. This 
question had been brought very forcibly under the attention 
of the medical profession in England by Sir William Thomson 
eight years ago. He (Sir William) then set out the grievances 
of the Irish medical officers ina carefully compiled statement. 
and suggested some remedies. These remedies had not yet 
been put in force. He supposed that owing to the state of 
domestic politics in Ireland there had been some hesitation 
in imposing upon the local authorities duties which had been 
imposed upon local authorities in England. He hoped the 
new Constitution of the British Medical Association would 
provide an instrument which could be used in bringing about 
the reform considered necessary. It was with great pleasure 
that he came to be present at the twenty-fifth annual meeting, 
which marked a quarter of acentury of the Dublin, and the 
beginning of what he hoped would be the even still more 
perous career of the Leinster Branch.—Mr. WuirTakeEr, 
ganizing Secretary of the Association, seconded the vote 
of thanks, and in doing so said the present system had im- 
paired the efficiency of the profession by leaving medical men 
ess able to meet the demands which the community required 
of them. In maintaining the honour of the profession they 
were also maintaining the ‘efficiency of the profession as a 


public service He believed that great results would follow 


this reorganized Association.—The motion was carried, and 
the PresipEntT briefly expressed his acknowledegments. 

Trish Poor law Medical Service.—Dr. Bovce moved the reso- 
lution which was published in the British MepicaL JoURNAL 
of April 25th, p. 994, among notices of motion for discussion 
at the Annual Representative Meeting to be held at Swansea, 
July 28th to 31st.—Dr. R. R. Leeper seconded the reso- 
lution.—Dr. McWatter said it would be a very grave 
thing to ask men not to accept a salary of less than 
42co when they had many members of the profession who 
were at present receiving £145, and who were receiving 
additional emoluments which increasod their income to 
4300.—Sir JoHN Moore said it was now quite time that the 
public should know it was better to prevent than to cure dis- 
ease. An epidemic of small-pox in 1872 cost the City of Dublin 
£20,0c0. It was better to provide good medical advice in the - 
prevention of disease that to let things go on in this country 
as they had been going on. It was a positive disgrace that 
sanitation in Ireland should be in its present condition. The 
sanitary laws had been carried out ina half-hearted way by 
Boards of Guardians. The guardians should be taught that if 
they were to cure disease or prevent disease it must cost 
money, and he maintained that no gentleman of education 
should be called upon to discharge the duties which fell to 
dispensary officers for anything less than £200 a year. He 
maintained the resolution was a most proper one to bring 
forward at that meeting, and he hoped it would pass by an 
overwhelming majority.—Dr. E. Macennis said the time had 
come when the Association should stick to the Poor-law 
medical officers. Some of those gentlemen lived under condi- 
tions not at all fit for their station and responsibility.—The 
resolution was passed without dissent. 

New Rules of Branch._Sir CHARLES CAMERON moved and 
Mr. W. Taytor, F.R.C.S., seconded that the new rules of the 
Branch be adopted, with the alteration suggested in the con- 
stitution of the Council of the Branch.—Dr. McWatrtrEr drew 
attention to a rule dealing with professional conduct, and Dr. 
Kina Joyce proposed an amendment, which was accepted 
providing that such cases might be considered at a special 
me. ing of the Branch. Therules were then adopted, and the 
meeting concluded. 

Annual Dinner.—The annual dinner of the Branch was held 
in the evening, under the presidency of Dr. J. MaceE Finny. 
After the usual loyal toasts, Mr. L. H. Ormspy, President 
Royal College of Surgeons, ‘*Tue British Medical’ 
Association, and the Irish Medical Association;” and Dr. 
Cranny, President of the latter, and Dr. Dawson WILLIAMs, 
replied. To the toast of ‘‘The Guests,” proposed by Dr. 
Finny, Lord Justice WALKER, the Solicitor-General, M.P., 
and Sir Morris, K.C.B., responded. The President's 
health was proposed by Mr. Justice MerepitH, and enthusi- 


- astically honoured. 


MALTA AND MEDITERRANEAN BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch was held on January 26th, Lieut.- 
Colonel R. P. Samut, Chief Government Medical Oificer, in 
the chair. Twenty-two members were present. 

Election of Council.—In accordance with Article 7 of By-laws 
a Council of the Branch, composed of seven members, was 
elected as follows: Surgeon-General T. O’Farrell, M.D., 
R.A.M.C., P.M.O. ; Fleet-Surgeon J. Crowley, M.D., R.N.; 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. P. Samut, C.G.M.O.; Lieutenant- 
Colonel C. B. Hill, R.A.M.C.; Professor S. Cassar, M.D. ; 
Surgeon R. 'f. Gilmour, R.N.; Them Zammit, M.D., Secretary. 

New By-Laws.—The Council was requested to prepare draft 
of new By-laws for the Branch. 

Communications.—_Dr. THemM ZAMMIT read a paper on some 
new forms of Mediterranean fever hitherto undescribed. A 
discussion followed, in which Major Krennepy, R.A.M.C., 
Lieutenant Kennepy, R.A.M.C., Lieutenant-Colonel 
and Major ALLEN, R.A.M.C., took part.—Lieutenant-Colonel 
SwaBey, R.A.M.C,, read a paper on the medical organization 
of the Italian army in peace and war, the first part of which 
was published under the head of ‘‘Naval and Military 
Medical Services” on p. 886. ; 

New Members.—A meeting of the Branch Council took place 
afterwards, and the following gentlemen were elected as 
members of the British Medical Association: George Debono, 
M.D. (Valetta), Surgeon A. W. Livesay, R.N.; J. C. Bord, 
M.D. (Zabbar); F. X. Darmanin,. M.D. (Notabile), Surgeon 
Lancelot Kilroy, R.N., Lieutenant J. S. Bostock, R.A.M.C. ; 
Henry Cauchi, M.D. (Cospicua), Paul Micalief, M.D. (Valetta). 
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METROPOLITAN BRANCH: HAMPSTEAD 


N. 

Tue first meeting of this Division was held in the North-West 
London Hospital on April 23rd, Dr. T. Moron in the chair. 

Model Rules.—The model rules, published on page 22 of the 
SuppLEMENT to the British Mepicat Journat of March 7th, 
1903, were discussed and approved. 

lection of Officers.—The following were elected to hold 

office until the annual meeting in the first week in June: 
Chairman: T. Morton, M.D. Vice-Chairman: F. _R. 
Humphreys. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Honorary Secretary: J. Dill 
Russell, F.R.C.S. Representatives on Branch Council: F. R. 
Humphreys, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P ; R. H. Wellington, M.R.C.S., 
LRP. Committee : H. Opperheimer, M.D.; Mrs. L. Fraser 

Nash, L.R.C.P., L R.C.S.; N. Bishop Harman, F.R.C.S. ; 
E. Hills, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.; J. Smith Whitaker, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.; H. W. Armit, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 


METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: WEST LONDON 
DISTRICT. 

A very large and most successful meeting was held at St. 

George’s Hospital Medical School (by kind permission of the 

Deans and staff) on March 25th, Mr. J. BRINDLEY JAMEs, 

L.R.C.P.I., Vice-President, in the chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last’ meeting 
were read and confirmed. , 

Votes of Thanks.—Hearty votes of thanks were unanimously 
cree to the Deans and staff for allowing the meeting to be 

eld at the School; to the exhibitors of the cases ; and to the 
Vice-President. The Vick-PreEsIpENT and Sir IsamMBARD OWEN 
suitablyreplied. Dr. Durron, the Honorary Secretary, thanked 
Mr. Jaffrey for the great assistance he had given him in making 
the meeting such a complete success. 

Refreshments.—Light refreshments were served in the Club; 
these, with smoking being allowed, added greatly to the 
pleasant evening spent. 

[The scientific proceedings were published at p. 855. ] 


NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: CLEVELAND 
DIVISION. 

THE inaugural meeting was held on April 3rd at the Hospital, 
North Ormesby. Notices of the meeting had been sent to all 
the medical practitioners in the Division, 64 in all; of these, 
27 attended the meeting, and one or two from the country 
intimated their inability to be present owing to the hour 
being fixed for the evening. Dr. WaLkeErR, a past President 
of the North of England Branch, was appointed Chairman of 
the meeting. 

The Work of the Divisions.—The CHAIRMAN introduced Mr. J. 
SmitH WHITAKER, Organizing Secretary of the Association, 
who made a statement as to the effect of the reconstruction 
of the British Medical Association, pointing more particularly 
to the work of the Divisions in the future. He further ex- 
plained how any Division could make its voice heard at the 
Annual Meeting of Representatives. 

Model Rules.—The meeting then proceeded to adopt the 
Model Rules suggested by Council ‘‘for the adoption of a 
Division not in itself a Branch.” These were adopted as 

inted in the SupPLRMENT of the British MEpIcAL JOURNAL 
or March 7th, subject to revision at some future meeting. 

Election of Officers.—Otficers were next elected as follows :— 
Chairman: Dr.¢Knott (Middlesbrough). Vice-Chairman: Dr. 
Fulton (Eston). Secretary and Treasurer: Dr. Howell (Mid- 
dlesbrough). Zwo Representatives on Branch; Drs. Knott and 
Howell. Executive Committee (to be thirteen in number) : 
Town Members—Drs. Pope (Middlesbrough), Pentony (Mid- 
dlesbrough), Walker (Middlesbrough), Williams (Middles- 
brough). Country Members—Drs. Barnett (Saltburn) Towns- 
end (Normanby), Robinson (Redcar), Yeoman (Stokesley), 
Stephens (Loftus). All were elected, subject to re-election at 
the next annual meeting to be held in May or June. 

Death Certification.—_The CHAIRMAN opened a discussicn 
on the question of death certification and the registration 
of uncertified deaths. After discussion a resolution printed 
among the notices of motion for discussion at the Annual 
Representative Meeting in tne Journat of April 25th, p. 994, 
was ad»pted unanimously. 


SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST KENT DIVISION 
THE 166th meeting of this District was held at the Town Hall 
Deal, on March 26th, Dr. Lyppon in the chair, Twent ~~ 
members y-two 

‘onfirmation o inutes.—The minutes of meeti 

November, 1902, were read and 

Election of Chairman for Neat Meeting.—Dr. Larxing 
posed, and Dr. Gocarty seconded, that Dr. Frank Wacker be 
asked to take the chair at the next meeting, to be held at Can 
terbury May, 1903. 

The New Constitution.—Dr. LARKING read a paper, entitled 
‘* The New Constitution: Will it be a Successin East Kent?” 
The author said he believed the new Constitution to be excel- 
Jent, but he questioned whether the members of the British 
Medical Association in the proposed Divisions would combine 
and work to make the thing a success. So much ill-feelin 
existed between individuals that it would be difficult to get a 
meeting together unless there were a good number of medical 
men in the Division. He questioned whether it would be 
sible to form six Divisions in East Kent, especially those at 
Ashford, Dover, ana Sittingbourne. There were probab} 
about 100 members of the British Medical Association regj- 
dent in East Kent, and he suggested that two constituencies 
should be formed—one for the Thanet, Canterbury, and Sit. 
tingbourne Divisions, and the other for the Dover, Folke- 
stone, and Ashford Divisions. The East Kent district should 
remain as previously, and be a combination of the proposed 
six Divisions, and the meetings be held at various placeg, ag 
in the past. The Secretaries of the proposed two constituen- 
cies could arrange these. The meetings of the Divisions and 
election of officers would soon be held, and he hoped that 
well-known and old-established men would take the matter 
up and endeavour to make it a success. 


SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: WEST KENT DISTRICT. 
THE second meeting of the forty-sixth session was held on 
March 6th at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Rochester. Four- 
teen members were present. In the unavoidable absence of 
Mr. F. W. H. Penfold, Dr. Vincent BELL was voted to the 
chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and confirmed. 

Next Meeting.—{t was resolved that if possible the next 
meeting be beld at Gravesend, the date and chairman being 
left to the Honorary Secretary. 

Vaccination Legislation—Dr. E. J. Epwarpes (Secretary of 
the Imperial Vaccination League) read a paper on the posi- 
tion of this country as regards vaccination legislation. The 
following resolution was proposed from the Chair, seconded 
by Dr. Tyson, and carried unanimously : 

That this meeting would welcome legislation making revaccination 
compulsory at school age, and also for providing a supply of vaccine 
(prepared in State laboratories) adequate to meet'alljordinary demands 
of either public or private practitioners. 

Votes of Thanks.—On the proposition of Mr. Brynn, 
seconded by Dr. Pye Oxtver, a vote of thanks to the Com- 
mittee of the Hospital for the use of the Board Room was 
unanimously passed. A vote of thanks to the Chairman ter- 
minated the meeting. ; 

[The scientific proceedings were published on p. 671.] 


SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH: BUCKS AND NORTH- 
WEST HERTS DIVISION. ad 

Tue first meeting of the Bucks and North-West Herts Divi- 
sion of the South Midland Branch was held at the Royal 
Bucks Hospital on Tuesday, April 7th. The following were 
present: Drs. C. Hooper, W. Eagles, W. S. West, H. Rose, 
fF, Shaw, J. C. Baker, T. G. Parrott, Aylesbury; G. W. 
Buxton, Fenny Stratford; T. L. Kennish, Winslow; 8. A. 
Bontor, Great Berkhamsted. Dr. J.C. Baker in the chair. 

Election of Officers.—C. Hooper was appointed Chairman of 
the Division; J. C. Baker, Vice-Chairman; T. G. Parrott, 
Secretary and Treasurer. Three other members were elected 
on the Executive Committee; W. H. Bull, V. Howard, 
already representatives of their Divisions; T. L. Kennish. 

Model Rules.—The model rules suggested on pp. 22 and 23 
of the SuppLEMENT to the BrrtisH Mepicat JouRNAL of March 
7th were adopted generally With the exception mentioned 
below as regards area of the Division—the quorum of 
Executive Committee to be one-third. 
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ed Alteration of Area.—It was proposed by G. W. 

Og and seconded by H. Ross, and carried unani- 
ly : 

oor oe meeting is strongly of opinion that if the Division is to be a 
success an alteration of its area is necessary, and that the area should be 
as follows: The whole of Bucks north of a line drawn from Amersham 
to Thame, 2nd including both Amersham and Thame, and Chesham, 
Great and Little Missenden and Princes Risborough, North-West Herts, 
and the inclusion of Leighton Buzzard, 


SOUTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 

Tur spring intermediate meeting of the Branch was held at 
the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital on April 1st, the Pre- 
sident, Mr. J. Detpratr Harris, in the chair. Forty-two 
members were present. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last ‘meeting 
were read and confirmed. i 

New Members.—Messrs. Cecil Musgrave, of Lifton, and 
George Lestock Thornton, of Exmouth, were elected members 
of the Association and Branch by the Branch Council, which 
met previous to the general meeting. _ 

[The scientific proceedings were published on p. 967.] 


SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST SURREY 
DISTRICT. 
Tup spring meeting of this District was held at the Queen’s 
Hotel, Upper Norwood, on Thursday, March 12th, at 4 p.m., 
Dr. B. N. cadens (South Norwood) in the chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the Reigate 
meeting were read and confirmed. 

Next Meeting.—On the proposition of Dr. Parsons Smiru, 
seconded by Dr. J. R. Apams, it was resolved that the next 
meeting should be held at the Croydon General Hospital on 
Thursday, May 14th, and that Mr. T. A. Richardson be 
invited to take the chair. 

Re-election of Honorary Secretary.—The re-election of Mr. 
Prangley as Honorary Secretary was proposed by Mr.S. W. 
MacILwatIneE, seconded by Dr. P. J. Duncan, and carried 
unanimously. 

Dinner.—The meeting was attended by forty-seven mem- 
bers and visitors, of whom seventeen remained to dinner. 


SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST AND WEST SUSSEX 
DISTRICTS. 

A CONJOINT meeting of these Districts was held on Thursday, 

March 26th, at the Hétel Métropole, Brighton. Dr. Gorpon 

Ditt took the chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approved. 

Next Meeting.—It was decided to hold the next meeting in 
May at Lewes. 

L£xhibits.—The Bovril Company exhibited a show case of 
pocket rations; the Holborn Surgical Instrument Company 
exhibited surgical instruments. 

Dinner.—After the meeting, at which 28 were present, 18 
members and 4 guests sat down to dinner. 

[The scientific proceedings were published at p. 967.] 


WEST SOMERSET BRANCH. 
THE spring meeting of this Branch was held at the 
Taunton and Somerset Hospital on Friday, April 3rd. There 
were present Mr. E. E. Frossarp in the chair, twenty-three 
members and one guest. 

Confirmation of Minutes.—The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. 

Rules for Branch.—It was decided to adopt the rules as set 
forth in the SupPpLEMENT of the British MepicaL JouRNAL of 
March 7th, pp. xxi and xxii, with such additions and 
numerical alterations as were necessary. 

Rules for the Regulation of Ethical Procedure.—These rules as 
they appear on p. xxiv, col. 2 of the same SupPLEMENT of the 
JOURNAL were approved of. 

Tea.—Tea was served before the members dispersed. 

[The scientific proceedings were published at p. 855.] 


British Medical Association. 


SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 


THE seventy-first annual meeting of the British Medical 
Association will be held at Swansea on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, July 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st, 1903. 


PROGRAMME. 

President: WALTER WHITEHEAD, F.R.C.S.Edin., F.R.S.E., 
Consulting Surgeon, Manchester Royal Infirmary, Man- 
chester. 

President-elect: THomas DrysLwyn Grirritas, M.D.Lond., 
M.R.C.s8., Swansea. 

Chairman of Council: ANDREW CLARK, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to 
the Middlesex Hospital and Lecturer on the Principies and 
Practice of Surgery. 

Treasurer: EpwaRD MarkHam Skerritt, M.D., F.R.C.P. 
Lond., Senior Physician to the Bristol General Hospital ; 
Professor of Medicine, University College, Bristol. 

An Address in Medicine will be delivered by Freprrick T. 
Roserts, M.D. 

An Address in Surgery will be delivered by A. W. Mayo 
Rosson, F.R.C.S. 

The Scientific Business of the Meeting will be conducted in 
eleven Sections, as follow, namely : 


A.—MEDICINE. 

President: Sir IsAmBARD Owen, M.D., London. Vice- 
Presidents : CHAS. TANFIELD VACHELL, M.D., Cardiff; Davip 
Artuur Davies, M.B., Swansea; James Kinaston Fow er, 
M.D., London. Honorary Secretaries: ERNEST LE CRONIER 
LancastER, M.B., Winchester House, Swansea; Francis 
Darsy Boyp, C.M.G., M.D., 6, Athol Place, Edinburgh. 


B.—SuRGERY. 

President: EpMuND OweEN, F.R.C.S., London.  Vice-Presi- 
dents: ALFRED SHEEN, M.D., Cardiff ; Henry ARTHUR 
Latimer, M.D., Swansea; JorDAN Luioyp, F.R.C.S., Bir- 
mingham. Honorary Secretaries: HENRY BETHAM RostInson, 
M.S., 1, Upper Wimpole Street, W.; Rionarp CoaswELL 
EtswortH, F.R.C.S., 203, St. Helen’s Road, Swansea. 


C.—OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. 

President: Professor WitL1am STEPHENSON, M.D., Aber- 
deen. Vice-Presidents: JoHN ADAMS Rawtinas, M.R.C.P., 
Swansea; ANDREW JOHN Horne, F.R.C.P.1., Dublin; 
NeEtson JoNnEs, M.R.C.S., Swansea. Honora 
Secretaries: THomas Watts Epgsn, M.D., 26, Queen Anne 
Street, Cavendish Square, W.; EwEN JOHN Mac Ean, M.D., 
12, Park Place, Cardiff. 


D.—State MEDICINE. 

President: M.D., Glasgow. Vice-Presi- 
dents: EBENEZER Daviss, M.R.C.S., Swansea; Major Rosertr 
FirtH, R.A.M.C., F.R.C.S., London; THomas 
JosErH StaFForD, F.R.C.8.I., Dublin. Honorary Secretaries : 
ArtuurR Lioyp Jongs, D.P.H., Rotherslade House, Glyn- 
cerrig, Oystermouth, Mumbles, Glam.; JoHN RoseErtson, 
M.D., 76, Clarke Grove Road, Sheffield. 


-E.—PsycHoLoey. 

President : Ropert Jones, M.D. Woodford Bridge. Vice 
Presidents: JAMES GLENDINNING, M.D., Abergavenny ; Epwin 
GoopaLL, M.D., Carmarthen. Honorary Secretaries: ROBERT 
Stoss Stewart, M.D., Glamorgan County Asylum, Bridgend ; 
Rosert Henry Cots, M.D., 48, Upper Berkeley Street, W. 


F.— PATHOLOGY. 

President: Davip JAMES Hamicton, M B., Aberdeen. Vice 
Presidents: JoHN MicHELL CriarkE, M.D., Clifton, Bristol; 
ALEX. CHARLES O’SULLIVAN, M.B., Dublin. Honorary Secre- 
taries: GEORGE LxEstiE Eastes, M.B., 62, Queen Anne 
Street, W.; Danie, Epwarp Evans, M.B., Picton House, 
Swansea. 

G.—OPHTHALMOLO@Y. 

President: HENRY Epwarp JuLEr, F.R.C.S., London. Vice- 

Presidents: JaBEz Tuomas, F.R.C.8., Swansea; THomas 


HERBERT BickERTON, M R.C.8., Liverpool; A 
Freraus, M.D., Glasgow. Honorary Secretaries: HENRY COLLEN 
Ensor, M.RC.S., 23, Windsor Place, Cardiff; WitiiaMm 
TINDALL LisTER, F.R.C.S., 30, Queen Anne Street, W. 
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H.—DIsEaskEs OF CHILDREN. 

President: WiLLIAM ARBUTHNOT F.R.C.S., London. 
Vice- Presidents : ABRAHAM GARROD Tuomas, M.D., Newport; 
Puitie Ruys Grirritus, M.B., Cardiff; Ropert WM. Murray, 
F.R.C.S., Liverpool. Honorary Secretaries: FREDERICK 
Kyieut, M.D., 10, Walter Terrace, Swansea; WiLLIAM LANG- 
rorD Symss, F.R.C.P.I., 74, Merrion Square, Dublin. 


JI.—LARYNGOLOGY AND OTOLOGY. 

President: — Patrick Watson Wituiams, M.D., Clifton, 
Bristol. _Vice-Presidents: DonaLD RosE Paterson, M.D., 
Cardiff; Wm. PERMEwaN, M.D., Liverpool; ArtHur LoGAN 
Turner, M.D., Edinburgh. Honorary Secretaries: JOHN Lacy 
Firtu, M.D., 20, Richmond Park Road, Clifton, Bristol ; 
ALBERT FRANCIS BLaGpon RicuHarps, M.D., 5, Clevedon Ter- 
race, Walter Road, Swansea. 


J.—Navy, ARMY, AND AMBULANCE. 

President : Inspector-General R.N., 
M.D., C.B., C.V.O., London. Vice-Presidents: Brigade-Sur- 

eon-Lieutenant-Colonel Evan Jonrs, V.D., M.R.C.8., Welsh 

rigade, Aberdare; Major Freperic SamugL HeEvsTon, 
R.A.M.C., O.M.G., F.R.C.S8.I., Dublin. Honorary Secretaries : 
Fleet-Surgeon JoHN Tsomas, RN., M.RCS., 
H.M.S. Excellent, Portsmouth; Lieutenant-Colonel M. W. H. 
RussELt, R.A.M.C., M.R.C.S., 48, Cheyne Court, Chelsea, 
8.W.; Surgeon-Major JoHN ARNALLT JonEs, M.D., 2nd V.B.. 
Welsh Regiment, Aberavon. 


K.—Tropicat DIskAsEs. 

President : GEORGE H. T. Nurtatt, M.D., Ph.D., Cambridge. 
Vice-Presidents: Sir Franois Lovetu, ©.M.G, 18, Clifton 
Villas, Maida Vale, W.; Staff-Surgeon Percy WILLIAM 
Bassett-SmitH, M.R.C.S., Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar, 
Gosport. Honorary Secretaries: G. C. Low, M.B., London 
School of Tropical Medicine, Albert Docks, E.; Captain 
LEONARD Roaens, I.M.8., M.D., Hartley, Plymouth. 


ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 

Chairman: Mr. E. B. Evans. 

Secretaries: Mr. J. Kynaston Couch, Mansel House, Swan- 
sea; Dr. J. D. Davies, 1, Trinity Place, Swansea. 

Telegraphic Address: Annually, Swansea. 

Telephone No: 0539 National. 

The Annual Exhibition in connexion with the above meet- 
ing will be held in the First and Second Floors of the Free 
Library, Swansea (which building includes the School of Art 
and Art Gallery of Engravings) on July 28th, 29th, 3oth, 
and 31st, and will comprise the following Sections : 

Sxction A.—Foods and Drugs, including Prepared Foods, 
Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations, Antiseptic 
Dressings, ete. 

Sxction B.—Medical and Surgical Instruments and Appli- 
ances, Books, Diagrams, Charts, etc. 

Section C.— Sanitary and Ambulance Appliances. 

Section D.—Carriages, Automobiles, etc. 

The Free Library (First and Second Floors) afford excellent 
accommodation for the purposes of the Exhibition, both of 
which floors give a total floor space area of about 11,coo squareft., 
also the Large Room on the right-hand side of the main en- 
trance, through which room admission will be gained to the 
first and second floors. The Reception Rooms will occupy the 
Ground Floor of the building, which, of course, will be of 
great advantage to Exhibitors. 

The Committee have also had placed at their disposal ample 
space for the erection of Jarge marquee, etc., for the accom- 
modation of exhibits oi carriages, etc., and also for motor 


_ cars suitable for the use of medical men for professional and 


other purposes. A room will also be set apart here for the 
purposes of a Smoke Room, etc. 

Arrangements are also being made on Exhibition premises 
for lounge and smoking room, and writing room. 

Luncheons will also be provided in the luilding for 
Exhibitors, etc. 

Exhibitors in Sections A, B, and C (o‘! er than members 
of the Association) will be charged for table space at prices 
from 58. and upwards per square foot according to position. 


In Sections O and D, floor space will be provided at pric, 
from 6d. to 18. 6d. per square foot, according to position. 
floor space no erection, stands, or tables for the displa 
goods will be allowed, but exhibitors may at their own rt: 
put down a platform in height not exceeding 6 in an 
floor. 

The use of spirit lamps, etc., will not be allowed in th 
building. 

Plan of hall, particulars, and regulations are now read 
and may be obtained upon application to the Honorary Seere- 
taries for the Exhibition. 


Copies of prospectus and regulations in full can be obtained 


upon application. 

A catalogue, giving short description of exhibits, will be 
distributed free to members of the Association attending the 
meeting. Applications for advertisements in the same should 
be made at an early date. 

Communications on all general matters connected with the 
Exhibition, and all applications for space, should be addresgeq 
to Mr. J. Kynaston Couch, Mansel House, Swansea, to whom 
all cheques are to be made payable. ; 

Space will, as far as possible, be allotted as it is applied 
for, and all applications will be dealt with in the order in 
which they are received, but in any cage such allotment ig 
subject to modification at the discretion of the Committee 
until June ist. As soon as possible after that date plan 


marked, showing position of space definitely allotted, will be 


sent to each exhibitor. 

Exhibits will only be received conditionally upon the regu- 
lations and conditions being strictly complied with; and, 
further, that in any question that arises the decision of the 
Honorary Secretaries shall be final and binding upon all 
parties. 


GRANTS FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH. 
Tue Council of the British Medical Association desires to 
remind members of the profession engaged in researches for 
the advancement of medicine and the allied sciences that it 
is prepared to receive applications for grants in aid of such 
research. Applications, which must reach this office not later 
than May 31st, for sums to be granted must include details of 
the precise character and objects of the research which is 
proposed, and must be made on forms to be had of the 
a Secretary, at the office of the Association, 429, Strand, 
ondon. 

Every recipient is expected to furnish to the Committee on 
or kefore May 31st following upon the allotment of the grant, 
a report (or, if the cbject of the grant be not then attained, an 
interim report to be renewed at the same date in each subse- 


quent year until a final report can be furnished) containing: . 


(a) A brief statement for the Report of the Scientific Grants 
Committee, showing the results arrived at, or the stage which 
the inquiry has reached; (4) a general statement of the ex- 
penditure incurred, accompanied, so far as is possible, with 
vouchers ; (¢) and references to any transactions, journals or 
other publications in which the results of the research have 
been printed. 
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS. 

The Council of the British Medical Association is pre 
pared to receive applications for three Research Scholar- 
— which become vacant (two holders are eligible for and 
seek re-election), of the value each oi £150 per annum 
tenable for one year, and subject to renewal by the Council 
for another year. 

Applications for Scholarships must be made on forms to 
be had of the General Secretary, and returned on or before 
May 31st. 


Ernest Hart ReskaArRcH SCHOLARSHIP. 

The Council of the British Medical Association is also 
prepared to receive applications for the Ernest Hart Research 
Scholarship of the value of £200 per annum, tenable for one 
year, but subject to renewal by the Council for another year. 
The Scholarship is for the study of some subject in the 
d-partment of State Medicine. 

‘rhe present scholar is eligible and seeks re-election. 


Guy General Secretary. 
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- BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION LIBRARY. 


List of Presentation of Books, ete. 


the AUTHORS: 
Presented HY Diseases of the Nose. 4th Ed. gor. 


Fox, R. Hingston. William Hunter, Anatomtst. root. 
flawthorne, C.O. Prevention of Heart Disease in Children. 1902. 


——— Intracranial Thrombosis, a cause of Double Optic 
Neuritis. 

Hartridge, G. The Ophthalmoscope. 4th Ed. 1gor. 

Hutchinson, R. and Rainy. Clinical Methods. 2nd Ed. 1902. 

Keith, Arthur. Human Embryology and Morphology. 1902. 

Newsholme, Arthur. Hygiene. New Ed. 1902. 


ee Vital Statistics. 3rd Ed. 1899. 

Ross, Major Ronald. Malarial Fever : its Causes, Prevention, and 
Treatment. 1902. 

Taylor, Seymour. Index of “Medicine. 

Thorne, W. Bezly. The Schott Methods in the Treatment of Chronic 
Heart Disease. 4th Ed. rqoz. 


Prese by the FOREIGN OFFICE: 
statistique Médicale de l’Armée}pendant l’'Année 1900. 


presented by the GENEKAL MEDICAL COUNCIL : 
Indian and Colonial Addendum to the British Pharmacopoeia,{1898. 
190I. 


ted by H.M. CHIEF INSPECTOR OF FACTORIES; 
7 Report of Departmental Committee on the Ventilation of Fac- 
tories. 1902. 


presented by Mrs. D. J. LEECH, Manchester : 
Leech, late D. J. The Pharmacological Action and Therapeutic Uses 
of the Nitrites and Allied Compounds. 1902. 


Presented by the LONDON County COUNCIL: 
Dr. Clowes’s Fourth Report on the Experimental Treatment of Sewage. 
1902. 


Presented by the MEDICAL OFrriceER TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD : 
Dr. Bulstrode. Reporton Diphtheria at Burnham-on-Crouch. 1goz, 
Dr. Low. Papers on Bubonic Plague, 189t-190r._ Published rgoz2. 

Dr. Mair. Diphtheria aod Sanitation in the Chard Rural District. 
1902. 


Presented by ARTHUR NEWSHOLME, Esq., M.D. : 
Health of Towns Commission Keports, 1, 2, 1845. 


Presented by M. T. SADLER. Esq., M.D., Barnsley : 
British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review, 1836-1848. 


Presented by INSPECTOR-GENERAL TURNBULL, M.D.: 
Admiralty Committee fat on Scurvy, 1879. 
Forbes, Edw. Memoir of. 1861. 

Goodsir. Anatomical Memoirs. 2vols, 1868. 
Wilson, G. Memoir of. 1860. 


Presented by the Editor of the BriTIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL: : 
Colton, B. P. The Human Body; its ene and Physiology. 1902, 
Comby, J. Traité des Maladies des Enfants. 4th Ed. 1902. 

Concetti, L. L'Igiene del Bambino. 1903. 
Cornil et Ranvier. Manuel d’Histologie Pathologique. Tomer. 3rd 


Ed. 
Encyclopaedia Medica. Vol.11. Sciatica-Syncope. 1902. 
Gould. Yearbook of Medicineand Surgery. 2 Vols. 1902. 
Grandin and Jarman. Textbook of Practical Obstetrics. New Ed. 


1901. 

Hill, L. Physiology for Beginners. 1902. 

Langerhans. (irundriss der pathologische Anatomie. 3 Aufl. 1902. 

Magnusand Wurdemann. Visual Economics. 1902. 

Mercier, C. Psychology. 

Rhodes and Marshall. Report of a Visit of Inspection to Colonies and 
Hospitals for Epilepics, Feeble-minded and Insane in U.S.A. ,1902. 

Rose and Carless. Manual of Surgery. <th Ed. 1go2. 

Schenk, L. The Determination of Sex. 1898. 

De Schweinitz and Others. Uveitis. 1902. 

Van Lint. Qu’estce qui Determine le Sexe? 1902. 

Wallace, J.S. The Causes and Prevention of Decay in Teeth. Ed. 


1902 

Windle, B.C. A. Handbook of Surface Anatomy. 3rd Ed. roo. 
Yarr,M.T. Military Ophthalmology. 1902. 

And other volumes. 


Calendars, Reports, and Transactions have been received from the fol- 
lowing bodies : 
American Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Transac- 
tions. Vol. 14. rgor. 
American Dermatological Association Transactions, gor. 
American Otological Society Transactions. 1902. 
Birmingham University Calendar. 1go2-3. 
Bombay University Calendar. 1902-3. 
Bureau of Animal Industry. s7ih Report. 1900, 
Clinical society of London Transactions. Vol. 35. 1902. 
Columbia University Pathological Studies. Vol. 8. 1902. 
Dublin University Calendar 1902-3. 
Derinatological Society of Great Britain and Ireland Transactions. 


Vol. 8. rgoz. 
Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical Society .Transactions. Vol. 19-21, 
1902. 


Edinburgh Obstetrical Society Transactions. Vol.27. 1902. 
Gibraltar Annual Report on the Public Health. 1901. 

Guy’s Hospital Reports. Vol. 57. 1902 

Hong Kong. Annual Sanitary Report. 1901. 

Jamaica. Annual Report of Lunatic Asylums. 1gor. 

King’s College Calendar. 19c2-3. 

Malta. Annual Report of Public Health Department. gor. 
Massachusetts. State Board of Health Report. 1goz. 

Medical Society of New York Transactions. 1902. 

Metropolitan Asylums Board Keport. 2 Vols. 

Nagpur Malaria Conference Transactions. 1902. 

New Zealand. - Report of Public Health Department. 1902. 
Pathological Society of London Transactions. Vol. 53. 1902. 
Punjab University Calendar. 1902-3. 

Reading Pathological Society Transactions. 1go1-2. 

Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland Transactions. Vol. 20. 1902. 
Royal College of Surgeons Calendar 1902. 

Southern surgical and Gynecological Society Transactions. Vol. 14. 


I I. 
Straits Settlements. Medical Report. gor. 
University College Calendar. 1902-3. 
West Kent Medico-Chirurgical Society Transactions. 1902. 


BooKs NEEDED TO COMPLETE SERIES: 


The Librarian will be glad to receive any of the following volumes 
which are needed to complete series in the Library : 


American Climatological Transactions. Vols. 1, 4, 5, 6. 

— Dermatological Association. Transactions. Vols. 5, 7, 8 
and rz. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. New series, vols. 4, 5, 
1842-43; VOlS. 14, 15, 1847-48; VOIS. 18-30, 1850; Vol. 33, 1857; Vol. 46, 
1864-65; Vol. 59; or any parts of these vols. 

American Journal of Ophthalmology. Vols. 1-9. 

American Laryngological Association. Transactions. Vols. 1-6, 8-9. 

American Medical Association. Transactions 1-28, 30, 31. 

American Otological Society. Transactions. Vol. 3, part 2, 1883. 

American Public Health Association. Transactions. Any vols. 

Analyst. Vols. 1-24. 

Annals of Surgery. Vols. rr: and 

Archives Générales de Médecine. 1831-39 inclusive; 1846-1855 inclu- 
sive; inclusive: 1871. 

Archives of Vols. 1-3, 6, 7, 14-21. 

Archives of Otology. Vols. 1-7, and 20, 21, 22. 

Archives of Pediatrics. Vols. 1-11. 

Asylum Journal of Mental Science. Vol. 1, 1854. 

Bentley and Trimen. Atlas of Medicinal Pianis. 

British Journal of pe Vol. 2, part 3. 

Caledonian Medical Journal. Vol. 1 prior to 1894. 

Carmichael Essays. Laffan, 1879. Rivington, 1879. 

Centralblatt fiir Augenheilkunde. Hirschberg. 1891, January-July, 
1892, January, September, and ae 1897. 

fiir Bakteriologie. Bound volumes prior to 1899. 
a fiir klinische Medicin. 1880-1883; all 1888, 1891, No. 26; 
1892, NO. 17. 

a fiir medicinischen Wissenschaften. Vols. 1-19. 

Congrés Francais de Chirurgie. Transactions 1, 2, 3,6,and10. + 

Congrés Internat. d’Obstétrique et de Gynécologie. 1, Bruxelles, 
1892; 3, Amsterdam, 

Connecticut State Board of Health Report. Vol. xi. 1887-2, 

Denman. Midwifery. 18or. 

Dermatological Congress. Vienna, 1892, and Paris, 1900 

Dublin Quarterly Journal of the Medical Sciences. Vols. 1-10, 13-28, 

35-40. 

Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. Vols. 67-82. 1847-1855. 

Edinburgh Obstetrical Society. Transactions. << 

Fothergill. Midwifery. (Recent). 

Gale. Surgery. 1562. 

Glasgow Medical Journal. 1833-1868. 

————— Pathological Society. Transactions. Vols. 1 and 2. 

Guy’s Hospital Gazette. Vols. 1-13. 

Hare. Therapeutics. Vols. 3-4. 

Huntcrian Transactions containing 76th Report. 

Indian Census Report. 3rd census, rgor. 

Medical Gazette. 1866-1884. 

International Congress of Hygiene. Con ses 1 to 6, 9 to 10, 

International Medical Congress (13th). Vol. xi. Transactions. 

ato Ophthalmological Congress. Transactions o! sth, New 

ork, 1876. 

Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin. Vols. 1 10. 

Journal of Laryngology. Vols. 1-9. 

Lancet, 1850, vol. 2, pages 425-6, and August 23rd, 1851. 

Pediatrics, prior to 1902. , 

ollatschek. Therapeutische Leistungen des res. 1 I 1 

Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal. 1840. Be the’ Arse ce 
numbers before October 2nd, 1841 

Recueil d’Ophtalmologie. 1891, Jan.-June; 1892, December. 

Registrar-General’s Decennial Report, 1871-1880. 

Revue Générale d’Ophtalmologie. Prior to 1888, and 1891-92. 

St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Gazette. Vols. 1-6. 

St. George’s Hospital Gazette. 1-7. 

St. Mary’s Hospital Gazette, 1-5. 

Semaine Médicale. Prior to 1890, and title and index to year ree 

South African Medical Journal. February, April, 1895. And Titles 
for vols. 3 and 4. 

Starling. Physiology. 

Turner (D). Artof Surgery. Vol.2. 1725. 

University College Hospital Reports. Before 1877 and 1892-93. 

Virchow’s Archiv. Any vols. prior to r5r. 

baie klinische Wochenschrift. Nos.5and6. 1899. Titles 1892 an 
I 

Willcock. Laws of the Medical Profession. 1836 

Ziemssen’s Cyclopaedia. Supplem. Vo!. 


Aplications for duplicates from medical societies forming libraries 
may be addressed to the Librarian, 429, Strand. 
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lvi SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS. 


THE DUBLIN BRANCH OF THE BRITISH 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND IRISH 
DISPENSARY DOCTORS. 


In the very interesting and important address which was 
delivered at the first meeting of the Leinster Branch by Dr. 
J. Magee Finny, the President, allusion was made to the work 
of the Association in support of the claims of the Irish dis- 
pensary doctors. Although for very many years their cause 
had been strenuously advocated in the British MEpIcaL 
JOURNAL, it was not until 1892 that a great effort was made to 
put before the profession at large a full body of evidence 
which it was certain would influence an already ill-informed 
public opinion. The medical press was steadily devoted to 
an exposure of the scandals of the Poor-law Service, and 
vigorously denounced the wrong-doers. The Irish Medical 
Association had for its main object the redress of grievances ; 


| 


| 
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BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL and through their parli 
tives, reform in that service can scarcely be cnpucaa representa. 
The report went on to show the result which 

attained by the Army Medical Staff through the venting 


_ of their claims in the Journat, and the question wag asked 4 


“Is it not time for them to combine and make an effort similar to 


| that which brought victory to their military brethren ?” 


In the following year the Branch petitioned Parl 
support of a Bill for the superannuation of the officers of ‘ 
Poor-law service. In 1896 Mr. W. Thomson became President 
and his address was devoted to reassertion of the media 
officers’ claims. Arising out of this the Council of the Dubli 
Branch obtained the signatures of the Irish licensing bodien 
and medical societies to a memorial to the then Chief = 
tary, Mr. Gerald Balfour, asking for a Governmental inqui 


_ This memorial was backed up by a strong deputation, which 


included representatives of the bodies named, and of 


Irish Medical Association. In the same year the Council 


but there were two defectsin the agitation. There was a want 
of publicity outside Ireland, and it was right to say a want of © 


that cohesion and unity of action among the medical officers 
whose interests were involved without which no great 
changes could be achieved. Wider knowledge and deeper sym- 
pathy were needed, and these were attained through the 
organization of the British Medical Association. 

In 1892 Sir (then Mr.) William Thomson obtained the ap- 


proval of the then Editor of the British MEpIcAL JOURNAL, | 


the late Mr. Ernest Hart, in gathering evidence in reply toa the position of the Poor-law medical officers. 


number of questions which he proposed to submit to the 
Poor-law medical officers. The papers were sent out by the 
Association, and a great mass of replies came in. The evidence 


was sifted by Mr. Thomson, and the results were published | 
in along series of articles in the JouRNAL, and subsequently | 
copied into some of the Dublin daily newspapers. These — 
| should be paid. 


articles set forth the wrongs of the dispensary doctors and 
formulated demands, some of which had since been granted. 
They still formed the authoritative source of information upon 
the whole subject. 

The awakening which then occurred made itself apparent. 
Mr. Ernest Hart went to [reland to meet the members of the 
Irish Medical Association and of the Dublin Branch of the 
British Medical Association, and at the Royal College of Sur- 
geons he infused new energy into their efforts by his powerful 
speeches. He wasalso one of an influential deputation to the 
Local Government Board in Ireland during the same week, 
and laid his views with great force before the then Commis- 
sioners. 

But the interest of the Dublin Branch of the Association 
had been already stirred. In 1889 they united with the Irish 


_ again supported a petition to Parliament, and it wag presented 


by the Solicitor-General for Ireland. 

Among other amendments to the Local Government 
(Ireland) Bill, 1898, the Branch Council resolved : 

That it is necessary that a clause should be introduced making it com. 
pulsory that the county and district eouncils shall give a suitable retirin 
allowance to medical officers of workheuses and of dispensaries, as is now 
done in England. 

This was adopted by the Council of the British Medica} 
Association. The Secretary of the Branch (Dr. James Craig) 
who was also Registrar of the Royal College of Physicians, 
attended in London and pressed this matter on the Irish 
members. 

In 1899 Mr. F. Heuston delivered a Presidential address on 
t Two years later 
_ Branch, at its annual meeting, passed the following rego- 

ution: 

That the support of the Dublin Branch of the British Medical Associa- 
tion be given to the Bill proposed by the Irish Medical Association for 
the superannuation of Poor-law medical officers and other public officers 
such as public vaccinators in Ireland, with the addition of a clause pro- 
viding for the establishment of a central fund from which the pensions 


The Bill with these suggestions was adopted and supported 
by the Council of the British Medical Association. 

The Secretary of the Branch summoned the Poor-law 
medical officers belonging to the Branch to a special meeting 
held prior to the recent annual meeting, in order that they 
might discuss the steps which they wished the Association to 
take in regard to the disabilities under which they laboured, 
The outcome of this meeting, at which only 5 out of S Poor- 
law officers attended, was the formulation of the following 
resdiutions which were unanimously adopted at the subse- 
quent annual meeting. 

A. That in the opinion of this meeting the conditions of the Irish Poor. 
law Medical Service require amendment in the following respects: (1) 
That a minimum salary be fixed of £200 per annum for dispensary ap- 
pointments and £120 per annum for workhouse appointments with a 


| reasonable reduction where both appointments are held jointly. (2) 


Medical Association in a letter to Mr. Arthur Balfour, then | 
Chief Secretary, urging an alteration of the law regarding | 
superannuation allowances, and in the following year they 
joined in a deputation to the Chief Secretary on the same | 


subjeet. Their views were supported by the Parliamentary 
Bills Committee, and were reported to the meeting of the 
Association at Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

In 1893 a deputation of the Dublin Branch and of the 
Irish Association waited on Mr. Jackson, M.P., Chief 
Secretary, when the late Sir William Stokes, Mr. Thomson, 
and Dr. J. Molony, the honorary secretary, addressed him 
upon the subjects of pensions, leave, insufficiency of salary, 
and abuse of the visiting ticket system. In 1894 Sir John 
Moore, the incoming President of the Dublin Branch, 
devoted his attention to these subjects in his Presidential 
address. The Branch Council reported that : 

“The condition of the Poor-law Medical Service has been under consider. 
ation of: your Council; the small salaries, the difficulties in reference to 
pensions, and the abuses in the issue of dispensary and visiting tickets. 
The subject as a whole is one which your Council submits is worthy of 
the best efforts of the Association; but unless the Poorlaw medical 


officers combine and make united effort, both in the columns of the | 


Superannuation. (3) An annual holiday of at least a month. 

Bb. That it bean instruction to the Council of the Association to take 
such steps as may be deemed best calculated to bring about the early 
adoption of these reforms. 

It is clear that, if the efforts which the Leinster Branch 
is putting forth to obtain the support of the whole force of 
tke Association in an endeavour to redress the griev- 
ances of the Poor-law medical officers are to succeed, 
it must take full advantage of the opportunities which are 
open to it by the recent reorganization of the Association, 
more especially by exhibiting a lively interest in the workin 
of the Branches and Divisions which are now in process 0 
formation. 

This summary of the work of the Dublin Branch of the 
British Medical Association in the movement for the rg 
the Irish dispensary doctors will show how diligently it 
pursued its purpose, acting always on the same line as, and 
chiefly in conjunction with, the Lrish Medical Association. 
We very cordially weleome the new vigour which has been 
infused into the struggle for reform, and the unanimity which 
now marks the efforts of the medical officers. Previous 
failure has forced them into a position in which all the 
right is theirs. In maintaining that position, they have the 
89 ——— and support of the greatest medical association in 
the world. 


Printed and pubiished by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 420, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of Middlesex. 
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